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ANTH 301    Social, Cultural and Media Studies  4 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Theoretical Currents in Contemporary Anthropology  

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

A consideration of selected themes and ideas in current anthropological thought with respect to their historical origins and 
theoretical and applied importance. 

 

 
PREREQUISITES: (45 university-level credits) to include (ANTH 102) and (at least 3 additional credits of anthropology)  
COREQUISITES:  
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once every two years  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1993 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2015 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2021 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Christine Elsey  
Department Head: Stephen Piper    Date approved: April 19, 2013  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: January 6, 2014  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved: March 14, 2014  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: March 14, 2014  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: March 28, 2014  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Apply key theoretical concepts in discussions about cultural anthropology. 
• Utilize a working vocabulary relevant to the main theoretical discourses that inform research and anthropological enquiry 

within the discipline.  
• Demonstrate skills in argumentation and reasoning, appropriate to the discipline of anthropology. 
• Read critically within the discipline of anthropology. 
• Apply an understanding of post-colonial theory and decolonizing approaches to anthropological research, and thus to be 

able to demonstrate an appreciation of the necessity for indigenous methodologies.  
 

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures, Seminars, and Class Presentations. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Course may be challenged. Alternative methods may be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Comaroff Jean, and John L. Comaroff, "Ethnicity Inc." University of Chicago Press, 2009.  
 
Anth 301- Course pack 
1) Turner, Victor. 1978.  “Passages, Margins, and Poverty: Religious Symbols of Communitas.” Dramas, Fields and Metaphors. 
Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
  
2. Levi-Strauss, Claude. 1988.  “The Story of Azdiwal.” High Points in Anthropology. 2nd ed. by P. Bohannan and M. Glazer. 
Knoxville, Tennessee: McGraw Hill. 
 
3. Bourdieu, Pierre. 1994.  “Structures, Habitus and Power.” Outline of a Theory of Practice : A Reader in Contemporary Social 
Theory. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
  
4) Rabinow, Paul and William M. Sullivan, 1979. “An Interpretive Turn: Emergence of an Approach.” Interpretive Social Sciences: A 
Reader. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.  
  
5) Geertz, Clifford. 1988.  “Deep Play: Notes on A Balinese Cockfight.” High Points Anthropology. 2nd ed. edited by P. Bohannan 
and M. Glazer. Knoxville, Tennessee: McGraw Hill. 
  
6) Geertz, Clifford. 1988. “The Native Point of View, On The Nature of Anthropological Understanding.” High Points in 
Anthropology, Second Edition, edited by P. Bohannan and M. Glazer. Knoxville, Tennessee: McGraw Hill. 
  
7) Groz, Elizabeth. 1995. “Lived Bodies: Phenomenology and the Flesh.” Volatile Bodies: Toward a Corporeal Feminism. 
Bloomington, USA: Indiana University Press. 
  
8) Ingold, Tim. 1996. in Roy Ellen and Katsuyoshi Fukui (eds.) “Hunting and Gathering as Ways of Perceiving the 
Environment.”Redefining Nature, Ecology, Culture and Domestication. Toronto, Ontario: Berg Publishers. 
  
9) Basso, Keith. 1984. “Stalking With Stories: Names, Places, and Moral Narratives Among the Western Apache.”Text, Play and 
Story: The Construction and Reconstruction of Self and Society, Proceedings of the Anthropological, Ethnological Society, edited 
by E. Bruner. Seattle, Washington: Washington Anthropological Association. 
  
10) Rosseneau, Pauline Marie. 1992. “Abandoning the Author, Transforming the Text, and Re-Orienting the Reader.” Post-
Modernism in the Social Sciences: Insights, Inroads and Intrusions. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
  
11) Clifford, James. 1988. “On Ethnographic Authority and Power and Dialogue in Ethnography: Marcel Griaule’s Initiation.” The 
Predicament of Culture: Twentieth Century Ethnography, Literature and Art. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
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STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Mid-term Exam   25% 
Final Essay   25% 
Term Paper   30% 
Oral Presentation   20% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Weeks 1 – 2 Introduction - General discussion of the roots of symbolic anthropology. 
Week 3 Structural Anthropology - Tracing the origins of structural anthropology as an approach to symbolic anthropology.  
Weeks 4 – 5 Post Marxist/ Reflexive Anthropology - The writings of Pierre Bourdieu as a recent force in social anthropology. 
Week 6 Mid-term exam  
Week 7 The Interpretive Turn - The process of hermeneutic anthropology as a current and positive force in anthropology. 
Week 8 Thick Description and the Meaning of Complexity - The writings of Clifford Geertz as a pioneering force in interpretive 
anthropology. 
Weeks 9 – 10 Phenomenological Anthropology - Exploring the concepts of phenomenological anthropology. 
Weeks 11 – 12 Post Modernism in Anthropology - The impact of post modernism on anthropology and look at the value of 
“deconstructionism”, as a theoretical starting point, in the process of ethnography. 
Week 13 Gender Studies – A look at the cross-cultural context of male "hegemonic" power, and the roots of gender inequity in a 
variety of ethnographic contexts. 
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