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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

ANTH 341    Social, Cultural & Media Studies 5 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UCFV CREDITS 

Archaeology Field Methods: Applied Studies 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course is an application of archaeological techniques of excavation and interpretation of archaeological materials, 
based on participation in field excavation of an archaeological site. The course emphasizes archaeological techniques 
in an off-campus field situation, as well as the analysis of materials in a laboratory. ANTH 341 will normally be taught in 
the Summer semester to allow for fieldwork. 

 

PREREQUISITES: ANTH 240 and permission of the instructor 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: ANTH 241        
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take: ANTH 241 for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 90  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar:       Hrs    
Laboratory: 15 Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience: 60 Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 4  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Yearly  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2002 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2012 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Douglas R. Hudson  
Department Head: Elizabeth Dennis   Date approved: Nov. 2, 2007  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: Nov. 16, 2007  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster   Date approved: Dec. 7, 2007  
Dean/Associate VP: Eric Davis   Date approved: Dec. 21, 2007  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: Feb. 1, 2008  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
ο Demonstrate a knowledge of basic archaeological techniques and field concepts 
ο Demonstrate through various assignments a working vocabulary of techniques and concepts used in the 

excavation and interpretations of an archaeological site 
ο Demonstrate a critical awareness of the basic premises of archaeological field techniques 
ο Present archaeological ideas in a variety of situations and formats, including discussions and written 

assignments 
ο Summarize relevant archaeological information (articles, books) pertaining to a site and its interpretations 
ο Write a site report 
ο Analyze excavated materials 

 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

The course is based primarily on on-site guided activities, plus the analysis of excavated materials, supplemented with 
lectures, in-class discussions of assigned readings and audio-visuals, and written assignments. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

  Other (specify): Demonstrated prior field experience in archaeology in an academic setting 
 
 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Fladmark, K.R., 1978, A Guide to Basic Archaeological Field Procedures. Simon Fraser University,  
 Department of Archaeology, Publication No. 4. 
Fodor, Kenneth, 2004, Linking to the Past. A Brief introduction to Archaeology. New York: Oxford University Press.  
C. Mobley, M. Eldridge, 1992, Culturally Modified Trees in the Pacific Northwest. Arctic Anthropology 29:2:91-110. 
 
Selected information may be drawn from a number of other books and Internet sites examples of which are as follows: 
Carson, R. (ed.), 1983, Indian Art Traditions of the Northwest Coast. Simon Fraser University,  
 Department of Archaeology. 
Wynn, G., T. Oke (eds.), 1992, Vancouver and Its Region. Vancouver: UBC. 
Canadian Archaeological Association, http://www.canadianarchaeology.com/links.html 
SFU Museum of Ethnology & Archaeology, http://www.sfu.ca/archaeology/museum/excavate/index.htm 
British Columbia Archaeology Branch (Victoria), http://www.tsa.gov.bc.ca/archaeology/ 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Students will likely be responsible for bringing their own basic excavation equipment, a list of which will be provided. 
The anticipated cost is about $50. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Applied assignments  25 to 30%  
Site report  25 to 30% 
Tests  20 to 25%  
Daily field excavation/activity notes and journal  20 to 25%  
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COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Part 1 (Classes at UCFV) 
• Introduction to Archaeological Field Research 
• Dating Techniques 
• Research Designs 

 
Part 2 (In the field) 

• Excavation Procedures 
 
Part 3 (Lab at UCFV) 
 
Part 4 Analysis and Report Writing 
 
 
 
 


