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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: ANTH 367 Number of Credits: 4 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Culture and Theory of Diaspora 

Course Short Title: Culture & Theory of Diaspora 

Faculty: Faculty of Social Sciences Department/School: Culture, Media, and Society 

Calendar Description:  

Students investigate the phenomenon of diaspora in modern, postcolonial, and global contexts, examining an interdisciplinary literature 
that is theoretical, literary, and ethnographic to elaborate the concept of diaspora, its social and political features, and the cultural 
expression of the diasporic condition.  

 

Note: This course is offered as ENGL 367 and ANTH 367. Students may take only one of these for credit. 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  45 university-level credits. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:       

Cross-listed with: ENGL 367 

Equivalent course(s): ENGL 367 

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes 

Expected frequency: Every other year 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 25 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Lecture/seminar 60 

        

        

        

        

Total hours 60 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: No 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours:  No    Yes 

Department approval  Date of meeting:  April 5, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date approved:  May 3, 2024 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  September 27, 2024 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Explain the concept of diaspora in relation to postcolonial, transnational, diaspora, and other appropriate theories. 
2. Interpret how the experience of diaspora is constructed and negotiated in literary, artistic, social, and popular cultural forms. 
3. Describe the history, geography, and sociology of one or more  contemporary global diasporas via case study. 
4. Analyze the experience and construction of diaspora across a variety of social, political, and economic contexts. 
5. Elaborate the ‘everyday life of diaspora’ in relation to class, gender, religion, ethnicity, Indigeneity, etc. 
6. Identify the strengths of an interdisciplinary perspective in exploring diasporas. 
7. Explicate the construction and positioning of diaspora identities. 

 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Assignments:  40% Final exam: 20% Project: 10% 

Portfolio: 15% Holistic assessment: 15%        % 

Details: 

 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures, discussion, audiovisual media, student presentations. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. Textbook  Robin Cohen Global Diasporas, 3E 2023 

2. Other   Avtar Brah Excerpts, Cartographies of Diaspora 1996 

3. Other   Ato Quayson & Girish Daswani 
Excerpts, A Companion to Diaspora and 
Transnationalism 

2013 

4. Textbook   Shyam Selvadurai, ed. Story-Wallah: Short Fiction from South Asian Writers 2005 

5. Other Stuart Hall (ed. David Morley) 
Excerpts, Essential Essays, Volume Two: Identity and 
Diaspora 

2018 

 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

 

Course Content and Topics 

• Migration, diaspora, and the diasporic imaginary 

• Diaspora theory: key works and key words 

• Homes and homescapes 

• Indigeneities and displacements 

• Place, loss, and exile 

• Nations, borders, and boundaries 

• Race, difference, and otherness 

• Histories, memory, nostalgias 

• Hybridities and marginalities 

• Postdiasporicity? Post-nationality and the possibility of belonging 
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