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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

ANTH 387  Social, Cultural and Media Studies  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Aboriginal Peoples of Canada 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course looks at selected studies of cultural patterns and contemporary issues of Aboriginal peoples in Canada 
(including First Nations, Inuit, and Metis). 

Note: This course is offered as ANTH 387 and SOC 387. Students may take only one of these for credit. 
 

PREREQUISITES: 45 credits, to include ANTH 102 and at least 3 additional credits of Anthropology and/or 
Sociology  

COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: SCMS 387        
(b) Cross-listed with: SOC 387        
(c) Cannot take: SOC 387 for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once every two years  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1999 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Douglas Hudson  
Department Head: Eric Spalding   Date approved: October 9, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 6, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Kloster   Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate a knowledge of selected anthropological articles, ideas and interpretations on and of Aboriginal cultures 
• Demonstrate a working vocabulary of anthropological concepts used in the interpretation of Aboriginal cultures 
• Demonstrate a critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of anthropological articles on aboriginal cultures 

through writing, discussions, and presentations 
• Carry out independent research on a selected topic dealing with Aboriginal cultures or issues 
• Explain and compare similarities and differences of Aboriginal cultures, especially in terms of ceremonies, adaptive 

strategies, and varieties of social and political organization 
• Engage in a dialogue between the anthropological literature and lived Aboriginal experiences. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

The course is based on lectures, audio-visual materials, discussions of assigned readings, and in-class student 
presentations. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case-by-case basis 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Morrison, B., C. Wilson (ed), 2004, Native Peoples: The Canadian Experience.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

No unusual supplies required for this course. 
 

 3rd edition, Oxford University Press 
Warry, Wayne, 2007, Ending Denial: Understanding Aboriginal Issues. Broadview Press. 
 

STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Tests (mid-term and final) 50% 
Article presentation and in-class presentation 10% 
Essay 20% 
Participation 20% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1 Overview of course and introductory lecture on approaches to the study of the indigenous cultures of Canada 
Week 2 The Indigenous Cultures of Canada and the Role of the State 
Week 3 The Role of the State (continued) and The Archeological and Linguistic Record 
Week 4 Inuit Cultures of the Arctic 
Week 5 Cultural Patterns and Current Issues of the Cree of the Eastern Subarctic 
Week 6 Cultural Patterns and Current Issues of the Cree of the Eastern Subarctic (continued) and start Cultural 

Patterns and Current Issues of the Athapaskans of the Western Subarctic 
Week 7 Cultural Patterns and Current Issues of the Athapaskans of the Western Subarctic (continued) 
Week 8 Cultural Patterns and Current Issues of the Interior Salish of the Plateau Region of Western Canada 
Week 9 Cultural Patterns and Current Issues of the Northwest Coast 
Week 10 Cultural Patterns and Current Issues of the Northwest Coast (continued) 
Week 11 Cultural Patterns and Current Issues of the Plains 
Week 12 Cultural Patterns and Current Issues of the Iroquois and Mi’maq of the Eastern Woodlands and Maritimes 
Week 13 The Canadian State and Aboriginal Rights 
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