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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Arts & Applied Arts/Social Cultural & Media Studies 
ANTH 402       4 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
The Field Experience in Anthropology 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: This course explores fieldwork in anthropology by combining practical 
exercises in participant observation and archival research with theoretical and ethnographic 
writings that illuminate the field experience. The emphasis of the course will be practical, with 
projects involving field research and/or research with primary archival sources. 
 

 
PREREQUISITES: 60 credits, to include Anth 102, SCMS 255, and an additional three credits of 

anthropology 
COREQUISITES: none 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:         
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:  for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 20 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience: 20 Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 25  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: once every two years 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2007 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: April 2011 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Douglas R. Hudson, PhD (Anthropology)        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Elizabeth Dennis, PhD  Eric Davis, PhD 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: Apr. 27, 2007 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course students will: 
●   understand what is involved in the process of ethnography from fieldwork to a written account 
●   have a working vocabulary of anthropological concepts and approaches used in the study of cultures 
●   be able to demonstrate a critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of ethnographic research and the issue of                 
   representation 
●   be able to carry out independent research on a selected ethnographic topic 
●   be able to carry out field research 

 
METHODS: 

Lectures, discussions, projects. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Portfolio, interview, exam 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Culhane, D. and L. Robertson, eds. (2005). In Plain Sight: Reflections on Life in Downtown Eastside Vancouver. Vancouver: Talon  
Books. 

Goulet, Jean-Guy, 1998, Ways of knowing: experience, knowledge, and power among the Dene Tha. Lincoln: University of  
Nebraska Press 

Robben, A. (ed.), 2006, Ethnographic Fieldwork: An Anthropological Reader. Blackwell.  
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Analytical report on field methods  
    described in existing ethnographies   15% 
Quizzes      25% 
Presentation and journal   20% 
Project 1     10% 
Project 2     30% 

 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Session 1    Introduction to course and the role of fieldwork in anthropology 
Session 2    The ethnographic process 
Session 3    Case studies of ethnographies: Nuer, Ju/’hansi 
Session 4    Case studies of ethnographies: Goulet and the Dene Tha 
Session 5    Case studies of ethnographies: Vancouver’s east side 
Session 6    Discussion of case studies (student presentations) 
Session 7    Ethical issues in fieldwork 
Session 8    Practical issues in fieldwork 
Session 9    Designing a fieldwork project 
Session 10  Reflexive and interpretive ethnography 
Session 11  Local versus multi-sited ethnographies 
Session 12  Ethnography and the issue of representation 
Session 13  Discussions of student fieldwork projects 

 
 


