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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:    ANTH 415 is an examination of the nature of human social organization, with
an emphasis on kinship and gender, drawing on ethnographic studies of different societies and cultures.
Topics include social structure and kinship, stratification systems such as caste and class, world view and
beliefs, ceremonies, and the ways in which various social structures have changed. This course draws
extensively on anthropological studies of small-scale and tribal societies, such as the Dobe Ju/'hoans of
southern Africa, the Trobriand Islanders of the South Pacific, the Haida of the Northwest Coast, the Nuer and
Masai of east Africa, and others. The course is based on lectures, discussions of assigned readings, and
seminars. Participants will be responsible for in-class discussions of assigned readings.

RATIONALE:   There a need for an upper levels course which extends Anth 102 (Intro to Social and Cutural
Anthropology) and which looks at anthropological studies of kinship and gender in a variety of societies. This
course complements existing courses on gender and family topics.

COURSE PREREQUISITES: ANTH 102 and SOC 101

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture  30 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar  30 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                                   hrs
TOTAL   60 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:       25         

Is transfer credit requested?      9  Yes      :    No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):             Douglas Hudson, Ph.D.                         Chairperson:                                                           
                                                                                                            (E. Davis)    Curriculum Committee

Department Head:                Jean Ballard                                         Dean:                            J.D. Tunstall                              
   
PAC:  Approval in Principle                                                             PAC: Final Approval:                                                    
                                                                        (Date)                                                                                   (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces            N/A                         
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take          SOC 415              for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

Lee, R.  (1994), The Dobe Ju/'hoans.  New York: Harcourt, Brace.
Stone, Linda. (1997), Kinship and Gender: An Introduction.  Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press.
Weiner, A.  (1998), The Trobrianders of Papua New Guinea.  New York: Harcourt, Brace.

Books in the Reference Section of the Library useful for ANTH 415 include:
C Ingold, T. (ed). (1994), Companion Encyclopedia of Anthropology.  London: Routledge. BN 25/C65

(e.g., Moore, H., Understanding Sex and Gender. Pages 813-830)
C Levinson, D., M. Ember (eds). (1996), Encyclopedia of Cultural Anthropology (4 volumes). New York:

Henry Holt. GN 307/E52.
C Encyclopedia of World Cultures. (1991). (10 volumes). GN 307/E53

OBJECTIVES:

This course will provide a basis for participants to do the following:
C     demonstrate a knowledge of selected anthropological articles, ideas, and interpretations of kinship and

gender in different types of societies
C develop a working vocabulary of anthropological concepts used in the interpretation and comparative

study of societies, kinship, and gender
C demonstrate a critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of relevant anthropological articles

through writing, discussions, and presentations
C carry out independent research on a selected topic relevant to the course
C explain and compare similarities and differences in various societies, especially in terms of varieties of

social and political organization, ceremonies, and gender relations
C engage in a dialogue between the anthropological literature and lived experiences

METHODS:

The course is based on lectures, discussions of assigned readings, and seminars. Participants will be
responsible for in-class discussions of assigned readings.
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STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

1. Research paper on a selected topic  -  25%
2. Critical summaries of the ethnographies by Weiner and Lee (after our discussions of them) 2 x 10% = 20%

(3-5 pages each).
3. Summative test at the end of the course  -  25%
4. Participation - 20% based on attendance and participation in discussions, using a discussion/seminar

journal
5. In-class presentation of an article or section of readings  - 10%

COURSE CONTENT

Topic and Readings:
Detailed outlines for each topic (with questions for in-class discussions, videos, and other information) will be
distributed at the end of each class for the following session, or made available at the beginning of each week.
These handouts will have discussion questions which can be answered as part of the Participation/Student
Journal assignments for Anth 415. Participants will be expected to discuss these questions in class.

Week 1: Introduction to course

Part 1
Week 2: Basic concepts in anthropological studies of social organization, kinship, and gender.
Readings:

Friedl, E.: Society and Sex Roles.  Article
Sacks, Karen: Engels Revisited: Women, The Organization of Production and Private Proper;ty. Article.
Ortner, S., Chap. 6, Gender Hegemonies, in Ortner, S., 1996, Making gender: the politics and erotics of
culture. Boston, Mass.: Beacon Press
Moore, H., 1988. "Gender and Status: Explaining the Position of Women." In H. Moore, 1988, Feminism
and Anthropology, Pages 12-41.
Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapters 1,2,5

A/V:  GN 25 F33 no. 12 Kinship and descent II 1983
    GN 380 M55 1992 pt. 2 Strange relations 1992

Part 2.  Studies showing examples of types of kinship systems and social structure, and the interplay of
gender and ceremonial, and economic activities. In this section, we look at specific studies of different types of
societies such as the Dobe (as an example of a society with bilateral kinship), Haida and Trobriand (as
examples of societies with matrilineal descent), and Nuer (as an example of a society with patrilineal descent).

Weeks 3-4 2a. Kinship and Gender in Societies with Bilateral Kinship
Readings:

Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chap. 2 (p.41-52), 5 (p.178)

Case Study: Lee, R., 1994, The Dobe Ju/'hoans: New York: Harcourt Brace.
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COURSE CONTENT    (contd.)

Weeks 5-7 2b. Kinship and Gender in Societies with Patrilineal Descent
Readings:

Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 3
Llewelyn-Davies, Melissa, Women, Warriors, and Patriarchs. In S. Ortner, H. Whitehead (eds.), 1981,
Sexual Meanings: The Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality. Cambridge University Press.

Case Study:  The Nuer
A/V:  Masai Women

Weeks 8-10 2c. Kinship and Gender in Societies with Matrilineal Descent
Readings:

Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 4.
Turner, Victor, Symbols in Ndembu Ritual. In Turner, Victor, 1967, The Forest of Symbols: Aspects of
Ndembu Ritual. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University.
Schlegel, Alice, Male and Female in Hopi Thought and Action. In W. Haviland, R. Gordon (editors), 1996,
Talking About People: Readings in Contemporary Cultural Anthropology. Mountaina View, CA:

Mayfield. Pages 141-149.

Case Studies: Haida and Trobriander Islanders
Weiner, A., 1988, The Trobrianders of Papua New Guinea. New York: Harcourt Brace

A/V:  The Trobrianders

Week 11 2d. Kinship and Gender in Societies with Double and Cognatic Descent
Readings:

Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 5.

A/V: The Lau

Week 12 2e. Kinship and Gender in North American Society
Readings:

Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction. Chapter 7

Weeks 13-14 Part 3 Current Issues in the Study of Human Societies
In this section, we look at issues dealing with the transformation of societies, new reproductive technologies,
gender and social structure, and post-modern and feminist anthropology.

Ginsbert, F., R. Rapp, 1991, The Politics of Reproduction. Annual Review of Anthropology 20:411-443.
Stone, Linda, 1997, Kinship and Gender: An Introduction.  Chapter 8

Exam.
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Additional Readings for Reference:
Abwunza, Judith, 1997, Women's Voices, Women's Power: Dialogues of Resistance from East Africa.
Peterborough, Ont.: Broadview Press.
Adler, Leonore, 1991, Women in cross-cultural perspective. New York: Praeger.
Alcoff, Alice, 1994, "Cultural Feminism versus Post-Structuralism: The Identity Crisis in Feminist Theory." In N.
Dirks, G. Eley, S. Ortner (eds), Culture/Power/History. A Reader in Contemporary Social Theory. Princeton,
New Jersey: Princeton University. Pages 96-122.
Bell, D., 1983, Daughters of the Dreaming.
Bell, D., P. Caplan, W. Karim (eds), 1993, Gendered Fields: Women, Men and Ethnography. London:
Routledge.
Biesele, Megan, The Bushmen of Today. In W. Haviland, R. Gordon (eds), 1996, Talking About People:
Readings in Contemporary Cultural Anthropology. Mountain View, CA: Mayfield. Pages 269-275.
Blackman, M., 1982, During My Time: Florence Edenshaw Davidson: A Haida Women.
Bodley, J., 1997, Chapter 2 in Cultural Anthropology: Tribes, States and the Globa System. Mountain View,
CA. Mayfield.
Chagnon, N., 1992, The Yanomamo. 4  edition. New Yrok: Holt, Rinehart & Winston.th

Cole, Sally, Lynne Phillips, (eds.), 1995, Ethnographic feminisms: essays in anthropology. Ottawa: Carleton
University Press.
di Leonardo, Micaela (ed.), 1991, Gender at the crossroads of knowledge: feminist anthropology in the
postmodern era. Berkeley: University of California Press.
Hutchinson, S., 1996, Nuer Dilemmas: Coping with Money, War, and the State. University of California.
Lancaster, Roger, and Micaela di Leonardo (eds.), 1997, The Gender/sexuality reader: culture, history, political
economy. New York: Routledge.
Lindenbaum, Shirley, 1979, Kuru Sorcery. Disease and Danger in the New Guinea Highlands. Palo Alto, CA:
Mayfield. 

ISBN 0-87484-362-6.
Moore, H., Understanding Sex and Gender. In Ingold, T. (ed), 1994, Compansion Encyclopedia of
Anthropology. London: Routledge. Pages 813-830.
Moore, Henrietta, 1994, A passion for difference: essays in anthropology and gender. Oxford, UK: Polity Press
in association with Blackwell.
Oboler, Regina, Is the Female Husband a Man? Woman/Woman Marriage among the Nandi of Kenya. In W.
Haviland, R. Gordon (eds.), 1996, Talking About People: Readings in Contemporary Cultural Anthropology.

Mountain View, CA: Mayfield. Pages 115-124.
Ortner, S., 1996, Making gender: the politics and erotics of culture. Boston, Mass.: Beacon Press.
Ortner, S., H. Whitehead (eds.), 1981, Sexual Meanings: The Cultural Construction of Gender and Sexuality.
Cambridge University Press.
Sacks, Karen: Engels Revisited: Women, The Organization of Production and Private Property.  Article.
Chapter 15 in McCurdy and Spradley, Issues in Cultural Anthropology: Selected Readings. Prospect Heights,
Ill: Waveland Press.
Tonkinson, R., 1991, The Mardudjara Aborigines: Living the Dream in Australia's Desert. 2  edition. New York:nd

Holt, Rinehart &Winston.
Turner, Victor, 1967, The Forest of Symbols: Aspects of Ndembu Ritual. Ithaca, New York: Cornell University.

Journals:
American Anthropologist American Ethnologist
Annual Review of Anthropology Canadian Review of Anthropology & Sociologyd
Culture Current Anthropology
Ethnohistory Ethnology
Signs


