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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

ANTH 468     Social, Cultural and Media Studies  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Environment and Society 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines anthropological and sociological approaches to ecological and environmental issues. Topics 
include relationships between forms of social organization and resource use, studies of resource use conflicts, and the 
ways in which different cultures view the environment. 

Note: This course is offered as ANTH 468 and SOC 468. Students may take only one of these for credit. 
 

PREREQUISITES: 60 credits, to include ANTH 102 and at least 6 additional credits of Sociology and/or  
Anthropology 

COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: SCMS 468        
(b) Cross-listed with: SOC 468        
(c) Cannot take: SOC 468 for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30-45 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15-30 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once every two years  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1999 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Douglas Hudson  
Department Head: Eric Spalding   Date approved: October 9, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 6, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Kloster   Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate knowledge of selected environmental ideas and issues. 
• Describe various issues from the perspectives of sociology and anthropology. 
• Demonstrate a working vocabulary of anthropological and sociological concepts used in the interpretation of 

environmental issues. 
• Demonstrate a critical awareness of the basic premises and ideas of articles through writing, discussions, and 

presentations.  
• Carry out independent research on a selected topic. 
• Present ideas in a variety of situations and formats, including discussions and written assignments. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures, seminar discussions of assigned topics and readings, videos, student presentations. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case-by-case basis 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

1) Leslie, Jacques, 2005, Deep Water. The Epic Struggle over Dams, Displaced People, and the Environment. 
New York: Picador. ISBN-13: 978-0-312-42556-2 

2) Haenn, Nora, and Richard R. Wilk (editors), 2006, The Environment in Anthropology: A Reader in Ecology, 
Culture, and Sustainable Living  New York University Press 

3) Cudworth, Erika, 2002, Environment and Society. Routledge. ISBN-13: 9780415216180; ISBN-10: 0415216184 
 
Plus additional reading from selected articles and chapters from the following books: 
Additional readings may be taken from the following books on reserve: 

1. Abram, David, 1996, In The Spell of the Sensuous

2. Bell, Michael, 1998 

. New York: Vintage Books/Random House. Chapter 5 “In 
the Landscape of Language” (Pages 137-180). Call # BD 581 A25 1997   

An Invitation to Environmental Sociology
3. Botzler, R., and S. Armstrong (eds.), 1998, Environmental Ethics: Divergence and Convergence. 2/e. Boston, 

MA: McGraw-Hill. 

.  Thousand Oaks, CA: Pine Forge.  

4. Dryzek, J., and D. Schlosberg (eds.), 1998, Debating the Earth. The Environmental Politics Reader. Oxford 
University Press. 

5. Ellen, Roy, Katsuyoshi Fukui (editors), 1996, Redefining Nature: Ecology, Culture and Domestication. Oxford 
and Washington, DC: Berg. Pages 117-155.  Call # GF21 R43 1996.  

6. Feld, Steven, Keith Basso (editors), 1996, Senses of Place. Sante Fe, New Mexico: School of American 
Research Press.  Call # GF 21 S45 1996 

7. Morrison, B., C. Wilson (editors), 2004, Native Peoples: The Canadian Experience. 3/e. London: Oxford 
University. 

8. Pojman, Louis (editor), 1998, Environmental Ethics: Readings in Theory and Application. 2/e. Belmont, CA: 
Wadsworth. 

9. Rappaport, R., 1979, Ecology, Meaning, and Religion. Article on Ritual Regulation of Environmental Relations 
among a New Guinea People. Call # GN 363 R36 1979  

10. Snyder, Gary, 1990, The Practice of the Wild. New York: North Point Press/Farrar, Straus and Giroux. 
11. VanDeVeer, D., C. Pierce (editors), The Environmental Ethics and Policy Book. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. Call 

# GF 80 V36 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

No unusual supplies are required for this course 
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STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Journal  25% 
Position papers/essays (x2) 1x10; 1x25 = 35% 
Presentation   10% 
Exams 2x15 =   30% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Session 1 Introduction to the course 
Session 2 Ecological approaches in anthropology and sociology 
Session 3 The ecosystem approach: concepts and applications 
Session 4 The Idea of Place and Cultural Landscape 
Sessions 5 – 7 Indigenous Uses and Meanings of Land 
Session 8 Cultural Logic of Industrialism and Capitalism 
Session 9 Deep Ecology and Social Ecology 
Session 10 Ecofeminism 
Session 11 Bioregionalism 
Session 12 Risk, Social Justice, Environmental Racism 
Session 13 The Discourse of Environmentalism and Environmental Issues 
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