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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:    An examination of myth and of theorists of myth ranging from the popular and
widely known (Joseph Campbell) to the anthropological, but less well known (Claude Levi-Strauss), Mary
Douglas, Victor Turner).  Anthropology and its study of mymbol, myth and ritual will be the ground for a critical
look at Campbell and at the recent trend towards using myth and/or ritual as a means to personal
transformation (a la Robert Bly, Jean Siholta Bolen, etc.). 

RATIONALE:   

COURSE PREREQUISITES: 60 credits, to include ANTH 102 and eith ANTH 130 or 301.

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture  30 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar  30 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                                   
TOTAL   60 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:      25            

Is transfer credit requested?      Q   Yes      ::    No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):                                                                          Chairperson:                                                        
   

                      D. Wyatt                                                                        (E. Davis)        Curriculum Committee

Department Head:                                                                            Dean:                                                                  
       

                     J. Ballard J.D. Tunstall

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                            PAC: Final Approval:                 December 16, 1998           
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces                                   
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take                                  for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

A. Dundes, Sacred Narrative: Readings in the Theory of Myth
                                          or
W.G. Doty, Mythography: The Study of Myths and Rituals

and one or more of the following:

Edmund Leach, Levi-Strauss
Claude Levi-Strauss, Myth and Meaning
Mary Douglas, Purity and Danger
Victor Turner, The Ritual Process
Joseph Campbell, The Plight of the Wild Gander
Joseph Campbell, The Hero with a Thousand Faces
Alexander Eliot, The Universal Myths

OBJECTIVES:

Students should become familiar with the history of the study of myth, especially in anthropology, and with the
work of important figures in the anthropological study of myth and/or ritual: Claude Levi-Strauss, Mary Douglas,
Victor Turner.  The anthropological study of myth will be the basis for a consideration of Joseph Campbell's
work, and of the recent trend towards using myth and ritual for personal transformation, as in the "muthico-
poetic" men's movement of Robert Bly and in such books as Jean Sihota Bolen's Goddesses in Everywoman:
A New Psychology of Woman, and Gods in Everyman: A New Psychology of Men's Loves and Lives.

Because students will come with a variety of backgrounds and interests, I expect that many will wish to pursue
their own interests, possibly in a self-directed (faculty guided) study of an important figure or work (e.g., Tom
Driver's studies of ritual and theatre, Alan Watts' Myth and Ritual in Christianity), or body of myth (e.g., the
Greek myths, Trobriand Island myth and ritual).

METHODS:

Lecture, video, discussion, student presentations.
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STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Take-home exams/papers, student seminar presentations, student self-directed projects.
    

COURSE CONTENT

1. Introduction.  Symbols, signs, and nonsense.  Symbol making as human.  Human language.  What are
myth and ritual?  Myths about myth; ritualized approaches to ritual.

2. History of the anthropological study of myth and ritual.  Tylor, Frazer, Malinowski, etc.  Non-
anthropological approaches: the myth-ritual school, Freud, Jung.

3. More recent studies of myth, in brief.  Structuralism, Mary Douglas, Victor Turner.  Mircea Eliade,
Joseph Campbell, Bruno Bettelheim, Rollo May, etc.

4. Claude Levi-Strauss.  Bricolage and the "savage mind."

5. Mary Douglas.  Purity, danger, and the cosmological body.

6. Victor Turner.  The power of symbols; ritual and liminality.

7. Popular mythology and ritual.  Joseph Campbell, Robert Bly, Jean S. Bolen, etc.


