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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE:
This is a cross-listed course. Please refer to GEOG 419 for the official course outline.

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Paleoecology is the study of past environments through the use of proxies such as pollen and other organic walled
microfossils, plant macrofossils, diatoms, foraminifera, testate amoebae, and dinoflagellate cysts. During this course
you will learn how these proxies can be used to reconstruct past environmental change driven by climate, sea-level
change, earthquakes, floods, and fire. For the laboratory portion of the course we will make field trips to nearby
locations to sample wetland sediments that we will later analyze with microscopes. Microfossils and macrofossils will
be isolated and identified using standard taxonomic keys. Field trips outside of class time may be required. This
course satisfies an Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of B.C. requirement.

Note: This course is offered as GEOG 419 and BIO 419. Students may only take one of these for credit.

PREREQUISITES: GEOG 315 or GEOG 317; or BIO 210 and one of BIO 307, BIO 330, or BIO 340
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