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BIO 497    Faculty of Science 1 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Topical Biology Seminar 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course allows students in Biology to participate in seminars based on current topics in Biology. Students will give 
seminars based on primary literature and critically evaluate seminars given by other students and expert guest 
speakers from UFV and other institutions. This course will be required for students in the Honours program but open to 
all students who meet the prerequisites. Students registered in the Honours program will be given priority registration. 

 

PREREQUISITES: BIO 202 and any one Biology course 200-level or higher. 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: n/a       
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take: n/a for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 13  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures:       Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 13 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 24  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: every year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

Course designer(s): Tony Stea  
Department Head: Barbara Moon   Date approved: March 2009  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: April 3, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair: Norm Taylor   Date approved: April 17, 2009  
Dean/Associate VP: Dan Ryan   Date approved: May 19, 2009  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: June 26, 2009  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
a) read primary literature and discuss important concepts from the articles. 
b) critically evaluate presentation style and substance from students and experts. 
c) discuss the relevance of the scientific findings. 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

This course will involve a seminar-based approach to cover relevant topics. Students will be expected to read papers, 
give seminars, ask questions, and mark presentation from fellow students and guest speakers. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Evaluation of equivalent work. 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Relevant papers will be available to students within the UFV library resources. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Student questions                 20% 
Student Presentations          80% 
 
Final grades for the course will be either credit or no credit and will not be used in determination of final GPA. 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Stem cells in biology 
Biology of cancer 
Environmental toxicology 
Global Warming and extinction of species 
Human cloning 
 
 
 


