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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: 
A college level writing preparation course which focuses on grammar and punctuation basics through to the steps 
involved in writing an acceptable college level term paper. 
 
RATIONALE: 
Past dealings with numerous students have shown that they go into a Composition Placement Test or a college level 
English course without ever addressing problems in writing basics and style. For many students it is a matter of forgotten 
or never learned basics and systems for writing papers. This course will prepare students for the Composition Placement 
test by reviewing basics and teaching a system for writing papers. 
 
 
COURSE PREREQUISITES: none 
  
COURSE COREQUISITES:  none 
 
HOURS PER TERM  Lecture  36 hrs  Student Directed 
FOR EACH   Laboratory   hrs  Learning    hrs 
STUDENT   Seminar    hrs  Other - specify: 

Field Experience  hrs      hrs 
TOTAL  36 HRS 

 
MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:      20  
 

Is transfer credit requested?       �  Yes        ⌧    No 
 
 
 
AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES: 
 
Course Designer(s):      Chairperson: 

Curriculum Committee 
 
Department Head:     Dean: 
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES: 
 
(a)  replaces              n/a                     
                             (course #) 
 
(b)  cannot take         n/a                         for further credit 
                                  (course #) 
 
 
SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:   
 
Flipchart, overhead projector, classroom 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere) 
 
New student text is still to be selected. 
 
Instructor References: 
Fawcett, Susan and Sandberg, Alvin. Evergreen With Readings. Houghton Mifflin. Boston, Massachusetts, 1992. 
 
Glazier, Teresa Ferster. The Least You Should Know About English. Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc. New York, NY, 
1990. 
 
Harris, Jeanette and Moseley, Ann. Contexts Writing and Reading. Houghton Mifflin Company. Boston, Massacheusetts, 
1993. 
 
Norton, Sarah and Green, Brian. The Bare Essentials. Holt, Rinehart and Winston of Canada, Limited. Toronto, Ontario, 
1985. 
 
Pemberton, Carol. Writing Paragraphs. Allyn and Bacon. Needham Heights, Massachusetts, 1994. 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
Demonstrate understanding of the components of a well-written, grammatically correct sentence. 
 
Use self-directed strategies for revising written materials. 
 
Brainstorm ideas and narrow a topic appropriate for a 10 page term paper. 
 
Conduct a library search and create a bibliography for a term paper. 
 
 
Complete a fully revised 10 page term paper, demonstrating the components of a well-written paper, as outlined in course 
materials. 
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METHODS:
 
Lecture, classroom exercises, library orientation, library research support. 
 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE: 
 
40%  Grammar: 8 in class quizzes and home assignments (5% each) 
 
20% Writing: 3 assignments relating to brainstorming and writing topic sentences (choose top 2 marks) 
 
20% Research: library research and creation of bibliography 
 
20% Final Paper: 15% for content and 5% for revision 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT:
 
Session #1  Introduction to College Writing 

assessing student levels (grammar) 
exploring the writing process/gathering ideas 

 
Session #2  Grammar-introduction to prepositional phrases 

Writing-brainstorming, narrowing the topic 
 
Session #4  Grammar-subjects and verbs 

Writing-writing the topic sentence 
 
Session #5  Grammar-tenses and subject/verb agreement 

Library orientation 
 
Session #6   Grammar-dependent and independent clauses 

Writing-researching a topic 
 creating a bibliography 

 
Session #7  Grammar-punctuation 

Writing-outlining 
 
Session #8  Grammar-revising sentences 

Writing-writing paragraphs 
 
Session #9  Grammar-sentence fragments/run-on sentences 

Writing-editing-adding and dropping material 
 
Session #10  Grammar-punctuation/parallelism 

Writing-linking paragraphs 
 
Session #11  Grammar-review/revising sentences 

Writing-revising 
    

Session #12  Writing-final touches 


