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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Introduction to Informatics

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Information is a defining characteristic of this century. Informatics deals with the gathering, manipulation, storage,
retrieving, and classifying of recorded data, and how it is used by humans in practice. The course focuses on
fundamental aspects and provides an overview of the various topics in informatics.

PREREQUISITES: None
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 45 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 35

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every semester

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes []No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: []Yes X No

Course designer(s): Paul Franklin

Department Head: Ora Steyn Date approved: October 16, 2009
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: November 6, 2009
Curriculum Committee chair: Edward Lo Date approved: October 8, 2009
Dean/Associate VP: Dan Ryan Date approved: January 18, 2010

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: January 29, 2010
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Explain what informatics is

Differentiate between knowing and naming

Distinguish between natural and artificial languages

Describe how information is discovered and represented

Explain the various way of recording and storing data
Demonstrate how data modeling is used to design information repositories
Demonstrate ability to solve a problem

Describe the decision-making process and decision support
Develop a system

Describe the components involved in a system

Describe the role of informatics in the organization

Explain the various components of knowledge management
Describe the various knowledge theories in informatics

List the tools for knowledge processing and their appropriate uses
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METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, lectures

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment [X] Interview(s)
L] Other (specify):
] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example for this course might be:]

The Book of Informatics John Gammack, Valerie Hobbs and Diarmuid Pigott Cengage Learning

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Assignments 30%
Presentations 30%
Exams 40%

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Overview of informatics

Naming and knowing

Language and communication
Discovering and representing information
Data recording and storage

Data modeling and structures
Problem identification and solving
Decision making and support
Systems and system activities
Systems development

Information systems and technology
Organizations and informatics
Knowledge management
Knowledge theories

Knowledge processing tools
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