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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: ECONOMICS 

ECON 102       3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

TWENTIETH CENTURY ECONOMICS 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course is designed to introduce the student to the comparative approach to the study of how different countries deal with the problems 
of scarcity and choice.  The relationships between individuals, interest groups, firms and the state will be explored.  Economic systems will be 
compared within and among three broad categories:  market capitalism, central planning, and market socialism.  Special attention will be paid 
to classification of economic systems evaluation criteria, models of economic systems and coordination of economic activities.  The changing 
balance of public and private power in market capitalist and market socialist economies will be a central focus of this course.  The course will 
include a historical perspective on major economic ideas and events since the Industrial Revolution. 

NOTE:  Students with credit for Economics courses at the 200 (or higher) division (excluding Econ 201 and 202) may not take Econ 102 for 
further credit. 

 
PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 40 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT:      
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1993 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 1997 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED:       
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Brian H. Coulter        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
        J.D. Tunstall, Ph.D., Dean 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: December 2, 1992 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

This course seeks to provide students with answers to two basic questions:  How are resources allocated by different economic 
systems?  How well do these different systems perform the task of resource allocation?  The student will be exposed to theoretical 
models of differing economic systems and then examine their real world variants.  It is hoped that students would be provided with 
basic tools to evaluate and assess the relative economic merits of different systems. 
 
METHODS: 

• Classroom lectures/student participation 
• Seminar presentation of term papers (initially in oral form) 
• Video/films where appropriate 

 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
 Gardner, Comparative Economic Systems, Dryden Press 1988 
 Heilbroner, The Making of Economic Society, 8th Edition, Prentice Hall, 1989 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
 First Mid-term examination  20% 
 Second Mid-term examination 20% 
 Term Paper (oral and written) 20% 
 Final Exam (3 hours)  30% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
WEEK  COURSE TOPIC OUTLINE: 
 
1. Introduction to Twentieth Century Economies 
2. Pre-Market Societies 
3. History and Theories of Capitalism 
4. The British Economy:  Declining Capitalism 
5. The United States:  The Service Economy 
6. Japan:  Miracle or Myth?  Part I 
7. Japan:  Miracle or Myth? Part II 
8. History and Theories of Socialism 
9. Soviet Union;  History, Politics, and Planning 
10. Soviet Union, Russia and the Republics:  Performance and Prospects 
11. China; The Awakening Giant:  Part I 
12. China:  The Awakening Giant:  Part II 
13. Policies and Prospects for Development 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


