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COMPARATIVE ECONOMIC SYSTEMS

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course takes a comparative approach to the study of how different countries deal with the problems of scarcity and choice. The relationships between
individuals, interest groups, firms, and the state will be explored. Attempts will be made to compare economic systems within and between three broad categories:
market capitalism, central planning, and market socialism. Special attention will be paid to classification of economic systems evaluation criteria, models of
economic systems and coordination of economic activities.

PREREQUISITES:

None
COREQUISITES: None
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(a) Replaces:
(Course #) (Department / Program)
(b) Cannot take: for further credit
(Course #) (Department / Program)

TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM:

-

45
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE: N/A
Lectures: 30 hrs.
Seminar: 15 hrs. HOURS PER DAY: N/A
Laboratory: hrs.
Field Experience: hrs.
Student Directed Learning: hrs.
Other (Specify): hrs.
Combination of Lecture and Lab Hours: 45 YES/NO
MAXIMUM ENROLMENT: 36
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERING: once per academic year
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED?: (Lower-level courses only) YES v NO
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED?: (Upper-level requested by department) YES NO
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: YES v NO
IAUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:
Course designer(s): Chairperson:
Brian Coulter lan McAskill

Course reviewed by: (Curriculum Committee)

Economics Curriculum Committee

Department Head: Dean:
lan McAskill Karen Evans

PAC Approval in Principle Date: PAC Final Approval Date: December 11, 2002
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Explore differences between economic institutions, policy, and performance in countries around the world;

2. Provide information on the methods used to make economic comparisons across countries - statistical methods, theoretical methods, and others; and

3. Encourage analysis and discussion of major developments in the world economy, including the economic crises in Asia and Russia, the economics and social
transitions of the former Communist countries, and the programs of economic integration in Europe, the Western Hemisphere, and Asia.

METHODS:

- Classroom lectures/student participation

- Multimedia (where appropriate)

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR YES RN NO

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

Course challenge exam(s), and paper, determined by the Economics Curriculum Committee.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Several texts are available; an example includes:

Gregory/Stuart, Comparative Economic Systems, Houghton Mifflin, 2001

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Midterm & quizzes 0-40%
Final exam 0-30%
Term Paper 0-20
Assignments 0-20

Participation 0-15%
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COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

1. Economic Systems After the Collapse of Communism

2. Definition and Classification of Economic Systems

3. Evaluation of Economic Outcomes

4. Reform and Transition of Economic Systems

. Theory of Capitalism

. Theory of Planned Socialism

. The North American Economies: Market Capitalism

5
6
7. Theory of Market Socialism
8
9

. The Soviet Command Economy: Structure and Performance

10. China; Moving Toward Market Socialism?

11. The European Model: Variants of Industrialized Capitalism

12. The Asian Model

13. The Command Economies: Performance and Decline

14. Transition

15. The Russian Economy in Transition

16. Eastern Europe: Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic

TOPICS: (Sample; may vary with instructor)




