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Philosophy of Education
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course is an introduction to the ethical and philosophical dimensions of education. Topics to be examined
concern the aims of education, autonomy, the justification of education, the value of knowledge, the distinction
between education and indoctrination, the education of the emotions, the justification of educational authority,
equality of educational opportunity, personal relationships in teaching, professional ethics in teaching, and moral
education.

PREREQUISITES: PHIL 110 or forty-five credits of Arts and Applied Arts courses.
COREQUISITES: None

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(@) Replaces:
(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b) Cannottake: PHIL 362 For further credit.
(Course #) (Department/Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 45 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: Hrs
Student Directed Learning: Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs
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Course Designer(s): Chairperson:
Jeffrey Morgan (Curriculum Committee)

Department Head: Dean:
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

=

Students will be able to analyze and understand the principal concepts, themes and issues in the philosophy of
education

Students will be able to appreciate the essentially normative character of educational theory

Students will acquire the skills and understanding necessary to do competent applied philosophy

Students will develop their abilities to write clear, rational and persuasive argumentative essays

Students will acquire a detailed understanding of particular issue in the philosophy of education

gk own

METHODS:

Seminar methods will be employed. In atypical class, a particular reading will be discussed. In some cases, students will lead the
discussion.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR X Yes [ No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:
Challenge exam.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Aiken, W. and H. LaFollete (eds) (1980). Whose child? Children’s rights, parental authority, and state power.
Totowa: Littlefield, Adams and Co.

Barrow, R. and R. G. Wods (). An introduction to the philosophy of education.

Callan, E. (1988). Autonomy and schooling. Kingston and Montreal: McGill-Queens University Press.

Hare, W. and J. Portelli (eds) (2001). Philosophy of Education: Introductory Readings. Calgary: Detselig.

Hare, W. What makes a good teacher? London, ON: Althouse.

Kelly, A.V. (1995). Education and democracy. London: Paul Chapman Publishing.

Passmore, J. (1980). The philosophy of teaching. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.

Peters, R.S. (1959). Authority, responsibility and education. London: George Allen and Unwin.

Peters, R.S. (1970). Ethics and education. London: George Allen and Unwin.

Straughn, R. (1980). Can we teach children to be good? London: George Allen and Unwin.

Vandenburg, D. (1990). Education as a human right: A theory of curriculum and pedagogy. New York: Teachers
College Press.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
None.

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Seminar Participation (presentation, classroom contributions) 15%
Two critical reviews of readings 20%, 25%
A 2-3000 word argumentative essay 40%



EDUC 362

COURSE NAME/NUMBER

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

WEEK

TOPIC

Doing applied philosophy

What are the aims of education?

The justification of education

What knowledge is of most worth?

The concepts of teaching and learning

Philosophical issues in the curriculum

Can education be distinguished from indoctrination?

What forms of educational authority are legitimate?/Who should control the curriculum?

What is equality of educational opportunity? Is education a human right?

Can autonomy be the central aim of education?
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What forms of personal relationships in teaching are acceptable?
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Can the emotions be educated?

[uny
w

Can we teach children to be moral?

Page 3 of 3



