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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
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Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Education 
EDUC 420     2 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
Designs for Learning Elementary English Language Arts 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course provides an introduction to fundamental theoretical concepts and pedagogical skills necessary to 
create a rich and dynamic English language arts program for the elementary classroom. Approaches to teaching 
oral language skills, reading and viewing competence, and writing and representing will be explored. The BC 
English Language Arts K-7 Integrated Resource Package (IRP) will be used as a focus for exploring diverse 
pedagogical strategies. The course will highlight the theory and practice of teaching as storytelling. 
  
 

 
PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Teacher Education Program (TEP) 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 30  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:  Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 32  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: once a year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes X No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes X No 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Allan McNeill Allan McNeill (Curriculum Committee)   
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Paul Orlowski  Dianne Common, VP Academic 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date:                     
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

In the successful completion of this course, students will: 
 

• Demonstrate familiarity with the BC English Language Arts K-7 IRP 
• Understand the implications of constructivist learning theory for designing learning activities in language arts  
• Understand the use of a variety of strategies to teach, integrate and assess listening and speaking 
• Understand the use of a variety of strategies to teach, integrate and assess reading and viewing, and writing and 

representing 
• Develop skills in planning and developing a short sequence of lessons in language arts  
• Understand the use of teaching as story-telling in language arts and other areas 
• Understand how to integrate the use of information technology in language arts 

 
 

 
METHODS: (Methods will vary and may include) 

• Lecture, seminar, three assignments,  

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes X No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Tompkins, G. E., et al. Language Arts: Content and Teaching Strategies. 3rd Canadian edition. Pearson: Toronto, Ontario, 2005. 
 
English Language Arts K-7 Integrated Resource Package. BC Ministry of Education. 1996. Available at http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/

RECOMMENDED READING 

Brownlie, Faye, Susan Close, and Linda Wingren. Tomorrow's Classroom Today: Strategies for Creating Active Readers, Writers and 
Thinkers. Markham, ON: Pembroke, 1990. 
 
Calkins, Lucy. A Field Guide to the Classroom Library A-G. Heinemann, 2002. 
<http://fieldguides.heinemann.com> 
 
Calkins, Lucy. The Art of Teaching Writing. Heinemann, 1994. 
 

Egan, Kieran. Teaching as Story Telling: an Alternative Approach to Teaching and the Curriculum. London : Routledge, 1988.  

 

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Assignment 1  10% 
 Assignment 2   40% 

Assignment 3   50% 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/


 
TOPICS  
 

• How constructivist learning theory influences classroom practice  
• Language learning and literacy as a socio-cultural process 
• Listening, talking, reading, viewing, writing and representing as the active construction of knowledge 
• Creating the reading classroom 
• Using children’s literature, selecting reading materials and teaching reading 
• Reading and viewing in the content areas 
• Writing across the curriculum 
• Teaching writing and using language tools 
• Using technology in writing and representing 
• Teaching as storytelling in language arts and across the curriculum 
• Lesson planning and unit planning 
• Assessment of language arts across the curriculum 
• Integration of language arts activities into other curriculum areas 
• Diversity and inclusion issues in literacy and language arts teaching 
• Resources available for teaching language arts 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 

ASSIGNMENT 1  

 
Reflect on your personal literacy experiences with parents, teachers, books, writing and the role of literacy in your life. You may choose to write in 
prose or poetry. You will present this to a small group. This may be a brief 1-2 page written assignment. 
 

Assignment 2  
 
Select 5 books from various genres: poetry, traditional literature, fantasy, non-fiction, etc. 

 
a. Present the books to a small group by summarizing the content and qualities. Describe the book, why you chose it, and how you would 
use it in the classroom to enhance literacy. 

 
b. Accompany this presentation with a handout for the class. Write a paragraph summary of each book briefly describing the content and the 
appropriate grade range, identifying the qualities which make it a good choice for use in the classroom, and outlining the possibilities the book 
offers in developing children’s language, knowledge and understanding. 

 

ASSIGNMENT 3 

LESSON/UNIT PLANNING 

 
a. Develop a literature-based or resource-based unit to be taught over 4-5 days in an elementary classroom. Be sure to consult the Language 
Arts K-7 IRP. 

 
b. Write a critique identifying and explaining the important understandings and principles including constructivism and teaching as storytelling  
that guided you as you developed this unit. 
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