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EDUC 420 Professional Studies/Education 3

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Designs for Learning Elementary Language Arts

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course provides an introduction to fundamental theoretical concepts and pedagogical skills necessary to create a
rich and dynamic English language arts program for the elementary classroom. Approaches to teaching oral language
(speaking and listening) skills, reading and viewing competence, and writing and representing will be explored. The
BC English Language Arts K-7 Integrated Resource Package (IRP) will be used to explore the creation of a balanced
and diverse program and to develop sound principles and strategies for teaching language and literacy in primary and
intermediate grades. The course will highlight the use of quality children’s literature and the power of story and
storying.

PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Teacher Education Program (TEP)
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(@) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 20 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 25 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 36

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Once a year

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [] Yes X No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [1Yes X] No

Course designer(s): Dr. Renee Norman

Department Head: Awneet Sivia Date approved: February 2011
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: February 25, 2011
Curriculum Committee chair: Awneet Sivia Date approved: February 2011
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Rosetta Khalideen Date approved: March 18, 2011

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: March 25, 2011
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

e Demonstrate familiarity with the BC English Language Arts K-7 IRP

e Examine the implications of constructivist learning theory for designing learning activities in language arts

o Demonstrate the use of a variety of strategies to teach, integrate, and assess listening and speaking, reading and
viewing, and writing and representing

o |dentify and apply the processes, materials, and pedagogical strategies necessary for an effective Language Arts

program

Apply literature-based books and resources for writers workshops, literature circles and novel study

Relate the importance of reading assessment to student learning

Develop skills in planning and developing a connected sequence of lessons in language arts

Analyze the use of story and storying in Language Arts and other areas

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lecture, seminar, three assignments.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

[] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
[] Other (specify):

X] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s): Designs for Learning courses are integrated
with the practicum and other Teacher Education Program courses. Students are not permitted to audit or challenge
courses.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]
Tompkins, G. E., et al. (2008). Language arts: Content and teaching strategies. 4™ ed. Pearson: Toronto, ON.

English Language Arts K-7 Integrated Resource Package. BC Ministry of Education. 2006. Available at
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/

RECOMMENDED READING
Calkins, L. (1994). The art of teaching writing. Heinemann.

Huck, C. et al. (2003). Children’s literature in the elementary school. McGraw Hill.
Taberski, S. (2000). On solid ground: Strategies for teaching reading K-3. Heinemann.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Assignment 1 30%
Assignment 2 30%
Assignment 3 30%
Reflections  10%

Grading for this course is on a credit, no credit basis. Students who achieve a level equivalent to a C+ or better will be
assigned a CR (credit) grade. Students achieving below a C+ level will be assigned NC grade. It is expected that
students will complete all assignments and revisions to assignments as required.


http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/�
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COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

TOPICS

How constructivist learning theory influences classroom practice

Language learning and literacy as a socio-cultural process

Listening, talking, reading, viewing, writing, and representing as the active construction of knowledge
Emergent literacy

Teaching reading: the four cueing systems, guided reading, running records, reading programs, selecting reading
materials

Using and responding to children’s literature

Stages of reading and writing development

Stages of the writing process

Teaching writing and using language tools

Using technology in writing and representing

Story and storying in language arts and across the curriculum

Lesson planning and unit planning

Assessment-that-informs language arts instruction (eg: miscue analysis)

Making connections between the strands of language arts and language arts and other curriculum areas
Diversity and inclusion issues in literacy and language arts teaching

Resources available for teaching language arts

Introduction to Novel Study, Literature Circles and Writing Workshops

ASSIGNMENTS

Assignment 1: Reading/Observation-with-a-Child, Analysis and Report

e Work with a reader 5-8 or an older, struggling reader and take a running record of their reading. Check for
comprehension of the reading passage. In addition to gathering information about a child’s reading process and
comprehension, find out about the reader’s literacy experiences, attitudes, and perception.

e Analyze this information and write a 2-page report.

Assignment 2: Children’s Literature/Professional Resource Mini-Collection

e Select 5 outstanding books from various genres: poetry, traditional literature, fantasy, non-fiction, etc. At least 1
book should explicitly fit the social justice theme.

o Complete an annotated bibliography for each title. Describe the book, why you chose it, and how you would use it in
the classroom to enhance literacy. Write a paragraph summary of each book briefly describing the content and the
appropriate grade range, identifying the qualities which make it a good choice for use in the classroom, and
outlining the possibilities the book offers in developing children’s language, knowledge, and understanding. Bring 2
or 3 books to share with the class and email your collection to your classmates.

e Select a professional resource and in your annotation outline chapter content, key concepts, and the book’s
usefulness and where it fits in the six strands of language arts instruction.

Assignment 3: Lesson/Unit Planning

e Develop a mini-unit of 4 Language Arts lessons that are connected and could be taught in either a primary or
intermediate classroom. Consult the Language Arts K-7 IRP and identify which PLOs relate to the lessons. Consult
the Achievement Indicators to assist you with planning, writing, and suggesting assessment-that-informs-
instruction.

e We will be sharing these mini-units in class and completing peer evaluations of our work.
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