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Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

EDUC 421     Professional Studies/Teacher Education Program  2 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Designs for Learning Elementary Social Studies 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course provides an introduction to fundamental theoretical concepts and pedagogical skills necessary to create a 
coherent social studies program for the elementary classroom. Approaches to teaching active citizenship, 
environmental responsibility, and cultural sensitivity will be explored. The B.C. Social Studies K-7 Integrated Resource 
Package (IRP) will be used as a focus for exploring diverse pedagogical strategies. The course will highlight the theory 
and practice of teaching utilizing critical thinking challenges. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Admission to Teacher Education Program (TEP) 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 30  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once a year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2007 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2012 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: December 2017 
(six years after  UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Sheryl MacMath  
Department Head: Awneet Sivia   Date approved: September 2011  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UEC)   Date of meeting: November 25, 2011  
Curriculum Committee chair: Awneet Sivia   Date approved: September 2011  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Rosetta Khalideen   Date approved: November 2011  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: December 16, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate familiarity with the BC Social Studies K-7 IRP 
• Create lesson plans organized around critical thinking challenges 
• Create concept sets to maximize their ability to teach conceptual knowledge in social studies 
• Plan and sequence lessons in social studies utilizing logical and age appropriate progressions to maximize 

student success 
• Incorporate the use of information technology in the teaching of social studies 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures, seminars, small group work, and whole class discussions 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)   Other (specify):  
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s): Courses are integrated with the practicum and 
other course work within this professional program. Students are not permitted to audit or challenge courses. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

BC Ministry of Education (2006). Social Studies K to 7: Integrated Resource Package 2006. Available online at 
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/ssk7.pdf 

Case, R., & Clark, P. (2008). The anthology of Social Studies: Issues and strategies for elementary teachers, Volume 1 
(selected chapters). Vancouver, BC: Pacific Educational Press. 

 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Additional readings may include: 
 
Baker, F.W. (2009). Media literacy: 21st century literacy skills. In H. Hayes Jacobs (Ed.), Curriculum 21: Essential 

education for a changing world. Alexandria, VA: ASCD. 
Fine, M., Weis, L., & Power, L.C. (1997). Communities of difference: A critical look at desegregated spaces created for 

and by youth. Harvard Educational Review, 67, 247-284. 
MacMath, S. (2008). Implementing a democratic pedagogy in the classroom: Putting Dewey into practice. Canadian 

Journal for New Scholars in Education, 1(1), 1 – 12. 
Merryfield, M.M., & Wilson, A. (2005). Teaching global perspectives. USA: National Council for the Social Studies. 
United Nations (1989). Convention on the rights of the child. Available online at 

http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/pdf/crc.pdf 
Westheimer, J., & Kahne, J. (2004). What kind of citizen? The politics of educating for democracy. American Educational 

Research Journal, 41, 237-269. 
Wright, I. (1995). Concept teaching and learning. In Elementary Social Studies: A practical approach (pp41-57). Toronto, 

ON: Nelson Canada. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

 Create a critical challenge that would address a BC Ministry of Education Prescribed Learning Outcome 
(kindergarten to grade 7) in the social studies. Include your assessment “of” learning example task for your 
challenge. 40% 

 Using a concept (e.g., discrimination, geographical regions, etc), create a fulsome definition and set of examples and 
non examples to be used to develop students’ knowledge in relation to a specific BC Ministry of Education 
Prescribed Learning Outcome in the social studies. 20% 

 Create a series of lesson plans that describe, in detail, how to teach a BC Ministry of Education Prescribed Learning 
Outcome (kindergarten to grade 7) in the social studies. These lesson plans should demonstrate how you can meet 
a variety of student needs (e.g., differentiated learning). 40% 

 
Grading for this course is on a credit/no credit basis.  Students who achieve a level equivalent to a C+ or better will be 
assigned a CR (credit grade).  Students achieving below a C+ level will be assigned and NC grade.  It is expected that 
students will complete all assignments and revisions to assignments as required. 
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COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

• Interactive constructivism and the ideal citizen 
• Examining the Prescribed Learning Outcomes by grade 
• Critical challenges 
• Peer assessment protocols 
• Concept sets 
• United Nations Convention on Rights of the Child 
• Inquiry learning 
• Democratic pedagogy 
• Citizenship in the classroom 
• Lesson planning 
• Assessment in social studies 
• Addressing controversial issues in the classroom 
• Multicultural and global education 
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