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Designs for Learning Elementary Fine Arts
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course provides an introduction to fundamental theoretical concepts and pedagogical skills necessary to
create a strong and dynamic fine arts program for the elementary classroom. Approaches to teaching visual
arts, drama, music, and movement will be explored. We will refer to the BC Fine Arts K-7 Integrated
Resource Package (IRP) when planning activities and researching resources. We will explore metaphoric
and arts-informed principles and strategies for teaching the Fine Arts in primary and intermediate grades, with
attention to the elements that are particular to each discipline. The course will highlight meaningful ways to
connect the Fine Arts to the rest of the elementary curriculum, with a focus on deep learning and exploratory
work that evolves out of interest. We will be actively involved in experiences that engage us in the arts, with
the understanding that in order to teach the arts we must ourselves experience them.

PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Teacher Education Program (TEP)
COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(& Replaces:
(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b)  Cannot take: for further credit.
(Course #) (Department/Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 18 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 9 Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 9 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: Hrs
Student Directed Learning: Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 32
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: once a year
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes X No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [ No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [dYes X No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): Chairperson:
Allan McNeill Allan McNeill (Curriculum Committee)

Department Head: Dean:
Paul Orlowski lan McAskill
UPAC Approval in Principle Date: UPAC Final Approval Date: Sept. 28, 2007
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

In the successful completion of this course, students will:

Understand the elements of each arts discipline and how they are applied to pedagogy

Understand the experiential, student-centred, and process-oriented nature of arts education

Understand the potential of the arts for performative work

Understand how we learn in, through, and about the arts

Understand the arts are fundamental to learning and developing the skills and abilities of all children

Understand the potential of the arts for use with and deep connections to other subjects and for representing learning
Understand that the arts are socially relevant, culturally significant, powerful, and transforming

Develop skills in collecting and generating strategies, and gathering resources for effective arts education instruction
Demonstrate familiarity with the BC Fine Arts K-7 IRP

Demonstrate knowledge of how the arts promote critical and creative thinking, open-mindedness, and social justice

METHODS: (Methods will vary and may include)
e Lecture, seminar, three assignments.
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  [] Yes X No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

REQUIRED READING

Booth, David. Story Drama. Pembroke, 2005.

Brynjolson, Rhian. Art and lllustration for the Classroom. Portage Press.1998.
Fine Arts K-7 Integrated Resource Package. BC Ministry of Education. 1998.
Available at <http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/fak7/fak7toc.htm>

Related articles.

RECOMMENDED READING

Booth, David and Hachija, Masayuki. The Arts Go to School. Pembroke, 2004.

Gilbert, Anne Green. Brain Compatible Dance Education. Alliance for Health, PE, Recreation and Dance. 2006.
Lorenz, Geoff, et al. The Substitute Teachers’ Music Guide. Heritage Music Press. 2004.

Swartz, Larry. The New Dramathemes. Pembroke, 2002.

Watt, Fiona. Book of Art Ideas. Usborne, 2000.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
Sketchbook, sketching pencil, black permanent fine liner, oil pastels, paints, paintbrush.
STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Assignment 1 15%
Assignment 2 45%
Assignment 3 40%

Grading for this course is on a credit, no credit basis. Students who achieve a level equivalent to a C+ or better will be assigned a
CR (credit) grade. Students achieving below a C+ level will be assigned NC grade. It is expected that students will complete all
assignments and revisions to assignments as required.
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COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

TOPICS

Drama games and exercises, tableaux, story (role) drama, writing-in-role

Scribble and contour drawing, colour wheel, thumbnail sketch and illustration

Movement activities and mask

Singing, So-fah, composing to ta/te-te, movement to music

Introduction and overview of strategies for teaching and organizing drama, visual arts, music, movement
Planning and on-going assessment in the arts

Integration of fine arts activities into other curriculum areas

Performing arts groups/events in the school

ASSIGNMENTS

1.

Creative Project

Sing a song, your own composition or not, or play an instrument, or make one, or complete an art piece, or dance
a movement piece to music, or present a poem or monologue, or tell a story, or present some readers’ theatre, or roleplay,
or?? We will share these projects in class and discuss your process from conception to delivery.

Sketchbook Assignment

In your sketchbook, complete the art activities we begin in class, and try others. Write in your sketchbook, too. Write or
visually represent your ideas, your observations, your reflections on readings and course work, about your growing
understanding of the arts, and your thoughts and feelings about participating in the arts. You are also invited to write and
draw about what called you to teaching, your experiences in the teacher education program, the concepts you are learning,
and your personal and professional growth. Please observe professional ethics for this assignment, without sacrificing
expression.

Four Sources Assignment

Find or select 4 sources which could be used in story drama, art, music, and movement, such as a song, poem, story,
picture, photograph, object, web site, or... For each of Story Drama, Music, Movement, and Art, describe how you would
use the source(s), how they lend themselves to activities, any connections you could make among the sources, the arts
areas, and other subjects. One source should be explicitly connected to social justice.

Identify and list related PLO’s for each arts area.



