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EDUC 431    Professional Studies/Education  3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Designs for Learning General Language Arts 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course provides an introduction to the fundamental pedagogical concepts and skills necessary for the effective 
teaching of secondary language arts. The study and relationship of expressive (writing and speaking) and receptive 
(listening and reading) aspects will enable teachers to design and implement unit and lesson plans. Students will 
develop sound principles and curricular arrangements which enhance literacy in the secondary context. The B.C. 
Ministry Integrated Resources Packages (IRPs) will be used for curriculum requirements and teaching strategies. 
 

 
PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Teacher Education Program (TEP) 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 23 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 22 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 18  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: annually  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2013 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: May 2019 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Bob Wansbrough  
Department Head:  Awneet Sivia   Date approved: March 2011  
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: March 21, 2011  
Curriculum Committee chair: Awneet Sivia   Date approved: April 15, 2011  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Rosetta Khalideen   Date approved: April 8, 2011  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: April 26, 2013  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate familiarity with B.C. 8-10 IRP, particularly the connection among listening, speaking, reading, and 

writing 
• Facilitate the communications model and analyze relationship with text, reader, and writer 
• Develop skills in planning lessons and units specific to the language arts curriculum  
• Design theme-oriented units 
• Demonstrate the use of teaching by the critical thinking approach in language arts 
• Integrate the use of media in language arts 
• Integrate a wide variety of literature in language arts 
• Develop strategies to assist struggling readers 
• Create a wide variety of assessment tools specific to language arts with diverse learners in mind 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

• The course will be presented using a variety of techniques: classroom lectures, activities, films, and 
demonstrations. 

• Close coordination will be maintained between the theoretical and practical work and the standard practices in 
British Columbia’s secondary classroom. 

• Weekly reflections will be used to evaluate the rate of learning and depth of the students’ knowledge and 
understanding. 

• At least half of the classroom time will be spent on hands-on learning and inquiry based activities. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s): Designs for Learning courses are integrated with 
the practicum and other course work within this professional program. Students are not permitted to audit or challenge 
courses.  
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Burke, J. (1999). The English teacher’s companion. Heineman, Westport CT.  ISBN 13: 978-0-325-01139-4 
 
Gallagher, K. (2004) Deeper reading: Comprehending challenging texts 4-12. Stenhouse Publishing  
ISBN 978-1-57110-348-0 
 
Milner, L. & J. (2000). Bridging English. ISBN 978-0-13-239747-6 
 
Gallagher, K. (2005). Teaching Adolescent Writers. Stenhouse Publishing. ISBN 978-1-57110-422 
 
B.C. Curriculum Resources: available at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp.htm  
English 12 First Peoples, Integrated Resource Package (2008). B.C. Ministry of Education. Available at 
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm   
English Language Arts 8-12, Integrated Resource Package (2007). B.C. Ministry of Education. Available at 
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm   
Literacy Foundations – English Language Arts, Integrated Resource Package (2010). B.C. Ministry of Education. 
Available at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm   
English Literature 12, Integrated Resource Package (2003). B.C. Ministry of Education. Available at 
www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm   
 
 
 

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp.htm
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/irp.htm
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Textbooks, References, Materials continued: 
 
Related Readings 

 
Alvermann, D.E. (2002). Effective Literacy Instruction for Adolescents Develop skills in theme-oriented units.  Journal of 
Literacy Research, 34(2), 189-208 
 
Ontario Ministry of Education. (2003). Think Literacy Success: Grades 7-12. The report of the expert panel on students at 
risk in Ontario 
www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/literacyreport.pdf. 
 
Stabb, C.F. (1991). Teachers’ Practices with Regard to Oral Language. The Alberta Journal of Educational Research, 
37(1), 31-48. 
 
Stiggins, R.J. (2002). Assessment crisis: The absence of assessment FOR learning. Phi Delta Kappan, 83(10), 758-765. 
 
Tovani, C. (2000). I read it, but I don’t get it: Comprehension strategies for adolescent readers. Portland, ME. Stenhouse 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Reflections: 10% 
Participation: 10% 
Unit Planning: 35% 
Short paper: 20% 
Presentations: 25% 
 
Grading for this course is on a credit, no credit basis. Students who achieve a level equivalent to a C+ or better will be 
assigned a CR (credit) grade. Students achieving below a C+ level will be assigned NC grade. It is expected that 
students will complete all assignments and revisions to assignments as required. 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Major Concepts: 
 

• The place of language in the secondary school curriculum 
• The writing process 
• Writing expository, narrative, persuasive, and descriptive essays 
• Writing for a range of audiences 
• Writing synthesis essays based on a variety of sources 
• Vocabulary building and grammar instruction 
• Methods to improve reading comprehension 
• The role of prior knowledge and scaffolding in reading comprehension 
• Surface and deep structure comprehension 
• ‘Active’ reading 
• Historical and social influences in a variety of reading material 
• Poetry analysis, terms, and features 
• Identifying and responding to subjectivity in text 
• Analyzing text structure   
• Oral language – conveying and deriving meaning 
• Oral language – explaining, arguing, and entertaining 

 
 

http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/reports/literacyreport.pdf
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