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EDUC 442 Professional Studies/Education 1

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Introduction to Classroom Research

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course introduces students to the principles and ethics of classroom research and the role such research plays in a
teacher’s ongoing professional development. Students will create and implement their own participatory action research
project in relation to their school practicum placement.

PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Teacher Education Program (TEP)
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 15 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 8 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 4 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: 3 Hrs Maximum enrolment: 36

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Once per year

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes X No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [ 1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes X No

Course designer(s): Sheryl MacMath

Department Head: Awneet Sivia Date approved: April 2011
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: April 1, 2011
Curriculum Committee chair: Awneet Sivia Date approved: April 15, 2011
Dean/Associate VP: Rosetta Khalideen Date approved: April 15, 2011

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: August 30, 2013
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
¢ Identify critical issues in education in relation to injustices, suffering, irrationality, and alienation
e Design a participatory action research project for implementation in their school practicum placement
e Create, implement, and reflect on their use of an observation record and interview protocol
¢ Identify ways of improving validity and ethical standards in classroom research

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lectures, discussions, small group presentations, and lab work

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
1 Examination(s) [ Portfolio assessment [ Interview(s) ] Other (specify):

XI PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s): This course is integrated with the practicum and
other course work within this professional program. Students are not permitted to audit or challenge courses.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts might be:]

Christenson, M., Slutsky, R., Bendau, S., et al. (2002). The rocky road of teachers becoming action researchers.
Teaching and Teacher Education, 18, 259-272.

Hendricks, C. (2009). Improving schools through action research: A comprehensive guide for educators (2”d edition).
Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson. (Available on loan in the curriculum lab).

Kemmis, S. (2006). Participatory action research and the public sphere. Educational Action Research, 14, 459-476.
Brydon-Miller, M., & Maguire, P. (2009). Participatory action research: Contributions to the development of practitioner
inquiry in education. Educational Action Research, 17, 79-93.

Goodnough, K. (2008). Dealing with messiness and uncertainty in practitioner research: The nature of participatory
action research. Canadian Journal of Science, Mathematics, and Technology Education, 31, 431-458.

Kemmis, S., & McTaggart, R. (2000). Participatory action research. In N.K. Denzin & Y.S. Lincoln’s Handbook of
qualitative research (2”d edition), pp567-605. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Mathison, S. (1988). Why triangulate? Educational Researcher, 17(2), 13-17.

Somekh, B., & Zeichner, K. (2009). Action research for educational reform: Remodelling action research theories and
practices in local contexts. Educational Action Research, 17, 5-21.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Assignment #1 (question and literature review): 30%
Assighment #2 (observation record and interview protocol): 40%
Assignment #3 (research interpretation): 30%

Grading for this course is on a Credit/No Credit basis. Students who achieve a level equivalent to a C+ or better will be
assigned a CR (credit grade). Students achieving below a C+ level will be assigned an NC grade. It is expected that
students will complete all assignments and revisions to assignments as required.

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Participatory action research
Critical issues in education

Data gathering

Observations and interviews

Data Interpretation

Validity and ethics in the classroom
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