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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Education 
EDUC 450    2 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
Second Language Learning in Classroom Practice 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will prepare pre-service teachers in effective elementary curriculum and instruction strategies for 
students from a wide variety of linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Children of minority language backgrounds 
(those often labeled as ESL students) face particular challenges and bring particular strengths to learning English 
in elementary school. The course will consider the theory and research in second language learning, examine 
recommendations for classroom practice, and develop plans for effective instructional programs in elementary 
classrooms. 

 
PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Teacher Education Program (TEP) 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 30  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:  Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 32  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: once a year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes X No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes X No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: Jan. 2008 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: Sept. 2010 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

UAUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES U:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Allan McNeill Allan McNeill (Curriculum Committee)   
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Paul Orlowski  Dianne Common, VP Academic 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date:                     
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 
In the successful completion of the course, students will 
 

• Understand the theory and research in second language learning  
• Identify principles for effective curriculum and instruction in multilingual, multi-ethnic classrooms 
• Analyze classroom practices 
• Develop plans for effective instructional programs in elementary classrooms. 

METHODS:  

(Methods will vary and may include) 

• Lecture, seminar, group presentation, 3 assignments 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes X No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
REQUIRED READING 
 
Gibbons, P. (1991). Learning to learn in a second language. ISBN 0-435-08785-1 
 
Helmer, S. and C. Eddy. (2004). Look at Me When I Talk to You: ESL Learners in Non-ESL Classrooms. Toronto: Pippin Publishing 
Corporation ISBN: 0-88751-108-2 
 
RECOMMENDED READING 
 
Toohey, K. (2000). Learning English at school: Identity, social relations and classroom practice. Clevedon, UK: Multilingual Matters. ISBN 
1-85359-482-2 
 
Sharkey, J and K.E. Johnson, eds. (2003). The TESOL Quarterly Dialogues: Rethinking issues of language, culture and power. 
Alexandria, VA: Teachers of English to speakers of Other Languages, Inc. ISBN 1-93118508-5. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Assignment 1 20% 
Assignment 2 30% 
Assignment 3 50% 
 
 

COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

TOPICS 
 

• Theory and research in second language learning 
• Principles for effective curriculum and instruction in multilingual, multi-ethnic classrooms 
• Analysis of classroom practice 
• Evaluation of language skills 



 
• Classrooms as environments for fostering language/literacy development  
• Development of plans for effective instructional programs in elementary classrooms 

 
ASSIGNMENTS 
 
1. Short reflection essay  
2. Group presentation  

3. Final project 
 

 

 

 


