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Literacy Across the Curriculum

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course will focus on literacy and learning across the curriculum. The BC English Language Arts
Integrated Resource Package (IRP) will be consulted to explore the ways in which language arts in the
primary and intermediate grades relate to the elementary curriculum overall. We will develop knowledge,
skills, and strategies in content area literacy, that is, reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and
representing to learn in various subjects of the curriculum. To this end, we will explore texts as print,
electronic, oral, visual, and multimodal (multi literacies). We will also explore reading comprehension, writing
workshops and assessment, and novel study, and foster a literacy across the curriculum focus and a deeper

understanding of key concepts in curricular areas.

PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Teacher Education Program (TEP)
COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(@) Replaces: EDUC 443
(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b)  Cannot take: for further credit.
(Course #) (Department/Program)

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:

Lectures: 23 Hrs HOURS PER DAY:

Seminar: 22 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs

Field Experience: Hrs

Student Directed Learning: Hrs

Other (Specify): Hrs

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 32

EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: once ayear

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [JYes X No

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [ No

TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes XI No
AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:
Course Designer(s): Chairperson:

Dr. Renee Norman Allan McNeill (Curriculum Committee)
Department Head: Dean:
Dr. Paul Orlowski lan McAskill

UPAC Approval in Principle Date: UPAC Final Approval Date: Sept. 28, 2007
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS/ OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

In the successful completion of this course, students will:

Understand reading for information and writing to learn

Develop content literacy strategies to build comprehension and reading power

Understand how literacy and the six strands of language arts cut across the curriculum

Understand novel study, literature circles, literary elements, and reading response

Develop skills in planning and developing an integrated unit

Develop skills in selecting a wide range of resources for units

Develop skills in relating topics and themes to social justice issues

Understand the use of a variety of strategies to teach, integrate, and assess writing

Develop writing skills in connection with literature and drama

Develop strategies in drama as a way of learning across the curriculum, readers’ theatre, forum theatre

METHODS: (Methods will vary and may include)

e Lecture, seminar, 3 assignments

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  [] Yes X No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

REQUIRED READING

Tompkins, Gail et al. Language Arts: Content and Teaching Strategies, 4™ Canadian edition. Pearson, 2008.
Various children’s novels.

RECOMMENDED READING

Chapman, Marilyn. Weaving Webs of Meaning: Writing in the Elementary School. Nelson, 1997.

Daniels, Harvey Literature Circles: Voice and Choice in Book Clubs and Reading Groups Markham, ON: Stenhouse, 2002. ISBN: 1-
55138-139-7

Vacca, Richard et al. Content Area Reading: Literacy and Learning Across the Curriculum, Canadian Edition. Pearson, 2005.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Assignment 1 30%
Assignment 2 35%
Assignment 3 35%

Grading for this course is on a credit, no credit basis. Students who achieve a level equivalent to a C+ or better will be assigned a
CR (credit) grade. Students achieving below a C+ level will be assigned NC grade.
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COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

TOPICS

Reading and writing connections

Reading for information and literacy in the content areas

Non-fiction/information Books

Reading Power and Comprehension strategies

Graphic Organizers

Integrated units and developing effective literacy instruction across the curriculum
Novel Study: Read aloud, Literature Circles, Book Club

Literary Elements, Reading Response

Grammar, Spelling, Vocabulary

Writing workshops and Writing assessment

Classroom talk and gender

Drama as way of learning across the curriculum, Forum Theatre, Readers’ Theatre

ASSIGNMENTS:

1.

Reading/Writing Autobiography: Write a page in poetry, prose, or a blend of genres, considering your reading background
and experiences and your relationship to the blank page and the written word. Do you recall any pivotal moments, events,
or experiences in learning to read and/or write? Do you write in a diary, journal, blog, on MSN? Your autobiography will be
shared with the class.

Integrated Unit: Develop plans for an integrated unit that could be taught in either a primary, intermediate, middle school
classroom, with a literacy across the curriculum focus and social justice relevance. Refer to the English Language Arts IRP
and identify PLOs related to the unit plan. Include a graphic organizer which shows connections to the elementary
curriculum, a critical challenge or conceptual focus statement, introductory and concluding lesson plan descriptions,
bibliographic and annotated information for related learning resources, print as well as other modes.

Novel Presentations: In your literature circle groups, design a dramatic presentation which draws upon the novel you read.
Consider what we have discussed in the course about responding to literature and representing ideas. Each group will
have 15 minutes for their presentation. Prepare a handout for the novel which includes bibliographic information, grade
level of the novel, teaching ideas and writing and response ideas, how you would introduce the novel, discussion of the
novel's genre and outstanding literary qualities, relevance to social justice issues, connections to other areas of the
curriculum, and where the novel might lead next.



