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EDUC 453   Professional Studies/Education  1 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Literacy Across the Curriculum 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will focus on literacy and learning across the curriculum. The B.C. English Language Arts Integrated 
Resource Package (IRP) will be consulted to explore the ways in which language arts in the primary and intermediate 
grades relate to the elementary curriculum overall. We will develop knowledge, skills, and strategies in content area 
literacy; that is, reading, writing, speaking, listening, viewing, and representing to learn in various subjects of the 
curriculum. To this end, we will explore texts as print, electronic, oral, visual, and multimodal (multi literacies) to foster 
curricular integration.  
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Admission to the Teacher Education Program (TEP) 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: EDUC 443        
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 15  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 10 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 5 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once a year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2007 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2012 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: March 2017 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Renee Norman  
Department Head: Awneet Sivia   Date approved: February 2011  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: February 25, 2011  
Curriculum Committee chair: Awneet Sivia   Date approved: February 2011  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Rosetta Khalideen   Date approved: March 18, 2011  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: March 25, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Analyze reading for information and writing to learn 
• Develop content literacy strategies to build comprehension and reading power 
• Demonstrate how literacy and the six strands of language arts cut across the curriculum 
• Identify and develop skills in planning and developing an integrated unit 
• select and collect a wide range of resources for units 
• Develop skills in relating topics and themes to social justice issues 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lecture, seminar, two assignments. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment    Interview(s)   Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s): This course is integrated with the practicum and other 
courses within the Teacher Education Program.  Students are not permitted to audit or challenge this course. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Required reading: 
Tompkins, Gail et al. (2008). Language arts: Content and teaching strategies. 4th edition. Pearson: Canada 
Various children’s novels. 
 
Recommended reading: 
Chapman, M. (1997). Weaving webs of meaning: Writing in the elementary school. Nelson. 
Daniels, H. (2002). Literature circles: Voice and choice in book clubs and reading groups. Markham, ON: Stenhouse. 
Vacca, R. (2005). Content area reading: Literacy and learning across the curriculum. Canadian Edition. Pearson. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Assignment 1 40% 
Assignment 2  35% 
Participation    10% 
Reflections      15% 
 

Grading for this course is on a credit, no credit basis. Students who achieve a level equivalent to a C+ or better will be assigned a 
CR (credit) grade. Students achieving below a C+ level will be assigned NC grade. 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

TOPICS 
• Reading and writing connections 
• Reading for information and literacy in the content areas 
• Non-fiction/information books 
• Reading power and comprehension strategies 
• Graphic organizers 
• Integrated units and developing effective literacy instruction across the curriculum 
• Literary elements, reading response 
• Writing workshops and writing assessment 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
Reading/Writing Autobiography: Write a page in poetry, prose, or a blend of genres, considering your reading background and 
experiences and your relationship to the blank page and the written word. Do you recall any pivotal moments, events, or 
experiences in learning to read and/or write? Do you write in a diary, journal, blog, on MSN? Autobiographies will be shared with 
the class. 

 
Integrated Unit: Develop plans for an integrated unit that could be taught in either a primary, intermediate, middle school 
classroom, with a literacy across the curriculum focus and social justice relevance. Refer to the English Language Arts IRP and 
identify PLOs related to the unit plan. Include a graphic organizer which shows connections to the elementary curriculum, a critical 
challenge or conceptual focus statement, introductory and concluding lesson plan descriptions, bibliographic and annotated 
information for related learning resources, print as well as other modes. 
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