
  OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE (page 1) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
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GDS 100     Global Development Studies  3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

A World of Development 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course introduces the processes and practices of development in global and local contexts. Examples from 
around the world are used to illustrate both “natural” and planned development activities and their consequences.  
Basic concepts such as development, underdevelopment, and globalization are explored through a deeper 
examination of already familiar development issues. The course features guest lecturers from several of the disciplines 
involved in the GDS program discussing topics in their areas of expertise. 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once each year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2017 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Stephen Piper  
Department Head: GDS Curriculum Working Group   Date approved: May 2010  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: June 4, 2010  
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: June 4, 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: June 4, 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 28, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• understand the scope of the study and practice of global development 
• demonstrate a more sophisticated and professional perspective on development 
• discuss the nature and causes of major development problems and the measures that have been or should be 

taken to deal with them 
• use a set of basic concepts essential for further studies in GDS 
• demonstrate and understanding of the interconnectedness of global and local dimensions of development 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

The course employs a combination of lectures, seminars and active learning methods like simulation exercises and 
popular education techniques. When possible, guest speakers, field trips and a-v materials will be used to enhance 
learning. At least part of the course will be team taught by GDS faculty from participating departments. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

• GDS 100 Coursepack 
• Desai, Vandana and Robert Potter (2008) The Companion to Development Studies, Second Edition. Oxford 

University Press. 
• Jackson, Robert (2009) Annual Editions: Global Issues 08/09. McGraw-Hill 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

No extraordinary supplies or materials will be required. However, students will be responsible for all costs associated 
with any field trips and may have to spend a small amount on display or project materials. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Quiz 1    5% 
Midterm exam   25% 
Quiz 2    5% 
Final exam   25% 
Term project and report 30% 
Participation   10% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

1. What would it mean to “End Poverty Now”? 
2. Fair trade or free trade: Production and the global exchange of goods 
3. Child labour and universal education 
4. Gender and development 
5. Health promotion 
6. Environment and sustainable development 
7. Crisis and humanitarian relief 
8. Conflict and governance 
9. Short, medium and long term strategies for development: microcredit, community organizing, economic policy 
10. Globalization or global partnership? The relationship between North and South  
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