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FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Modern Languages 

HALQ 220 N/A 3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 

Advanced Halq’emeylem III:  Composition and Story-Telling 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
In this course students will learn to compose their own Halq’eméylem narratives.  Narrative styles to be explored will include 
traditional-style speeches, introductions, longhouse oratory, and oral story-telling.  In addition, the class will cover the 
extension and evolution of traditional Stó:lo narrative styles to non-traditional areas, including written (as opposed to purely 
oral) story-telling, letter-writing, and electronic messaging.   

 

 
PREREQUISITES: HALQ 202 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 26  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: once per year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Teresa Arroliga Piper  Raymond Welch (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Teresa Arroliga Piper  Virginia Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: November 26, 2004 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• At the end of the course, students will have a good understanding of traditional story-telling forms in the Halq’emeylem 
language, including discourse markers, story structure, and formal elements (e.g. introductions, closings, and quotative 
marking).     

• Students will have learned to extend, adapt, and choose from those traditional narrative forms in composing their own 
narratives in written and oral presentations,  for a variety of topics.   

• Students will have composed a series of short written narratives, with gradually increasing length and complexity, 
culminating in a written story or other narrative of at least 2,000 words. 

• Students will be able to make effective oral presentations entirely in the language, including telling short stories, and 
making presentations related to traditional ceremonial roles.  They will have made a final oral presentation in one of these 
styles to the class, speaking for at least 7 minutes. 

METHODS: 

The classes will include some lectures related to grammatical and compositional issues in traditional story telling and narratives (in 
Halq’emeylem, and in some related languages).  This will be combined with group work analyzing existing oral and written texts in 
this light.   

 The classes will also include extensive work on developing a variety of forms of composition—as a class, in small groups, 
and individually at home.  Students will also practice presenting their compositions, and, in a non-judgmental environment, students 
will be encouraged to offer comments and suggestions on one another’s compositions. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Challenge exam. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Required Texts: 

Crisca Bierwert (1996) Lushootseed Texts:  An Introduction to Puget Salish Narrative Aesthetics, Studies in the Anthropology of North 
Indian series 

Course Package: 

Stolo Texts:  The Skunk Story (1962, told by Dan Milo), Pit-Lamping, and The Island Story (2004, told by Elizabeth Herrling) (all mater
courtesy of the Stó:lo Nation archives). 
 

Recommended Texts and Materials: 

Stolo Shxweli Program (2004) Halq’emeylem Digital Dictionary, Stolo Nation 

Stolo Shxweli Program (2002) S’olh Halq’emeylem, Stolo Nation 

Brent Galloway (1980) A Grammar of Upriver Halkomelem, University of California Press 

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Copies of the stories recorded on cassette and/or audio CD will be provided to the students. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Weekly written compositions 15% 

Presentations  15% 

Class Participation 15% 

Midterm (written and oral components, including compositions on topics provided) 25% 



 
Final Exam (written and oral components, including compositions on topics provided) 30% 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Traditional Coast Salish narrative forms; written and oral practice with elements of these forms in Halq’eméylem. 

Traditional grammatical and lexical forms specific to Halq’eméylem used in oral narratives, and practice with these. 

Developing a short written text on a traditional theme:  steps, materials, methods, and practice (students develop short texts with 
close guidance, suggestions, and forms). 

Developing a short oral story, traditional style:  steps, methods, and practice (students develop a short oral story using fairly 
formulaic steps and materials). 

Adapting aspects of traditional styles for non-traditional compositions:  letter writing, e-mail, other modern forms of composition;  
practice composing in these forms. 

Continued composition practice, oral and narrative forms of graduated length and complexity. 

Presentations of compositions and spontaneous oral narration. 

 
 


