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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: History 
HIST 101          3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
Canada: Prelude to Confederation 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course is a survey of the major academic themes in Canadian economic, political, and cultural history 
before 1867. Topics include the Native-European relations, the establishment and development of New 
France, the British conquest, the fur trade, Anglophone/Francophone relations, the struggle for home rule, 
the rebellions of the 1830s, the economic transformation of central Canada, developments in the Pacific and 
Atlantic regions, and the origins and nature of confederation. 
 

 
PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 33 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 12 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Every  semester 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1976 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2011 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Robin Anderson Curriculum Committee   
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Robin Anderson  Dr. Eric Davis 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: Sept. 28, 2007 



 
  

HIST 101 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER 

UPAC FORM #2 (Page 2)

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to: 
 

• Identify the major academic historical themes in Canadian economic, political, and cultural history before 1867. 
• Identify some of the controversial questions in pre-Confederation Canadian history. 
• Develop their understanding of academic history as a discipline. 
• Recognize and reproduce many of the conventions of academic historical writing. 

 
METHODS: 

While the classroom structure may change from year to year, lectures will be used to introduce students to the key historical 
developments in pre-confederation history and the main historiographical debates/trends, and seminar discussions will be 
used for class discussion of assigned readings and other materials. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Exam. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Margaret Conrad and Alvin Finkel, History of the Canadian Peoples: Beginnings to 1867 (Pearson 2005) 
Margaret Conrad and Alvin Finkel (eds), Foundations: Readings in Pre-Confederation Canadian History (Pearson 2007) 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Class participation 5% 

Group presentation      10% 

First essay                    20% 

Midterm exam               20% 

Second essay               20% 

Final exam                    25% 

 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1:  Introduction and First Nations' "Prehistory" 

Week 2:  Early Explorations and First Nations 

  Seminar: What was the nature of native societies at contact? 

Week 3:  Establishment of New France and the “Mystic Age”, 1580-1660 

  Seminar: What was the nature of Jesuit-Huron interactions?  

Week 4:  Province of New France, 1663-1760 

  Seminar: What was it like to live in New France? 

Week 5:  Anglo-French Struggle in North America, 1701-1763 

  Seminar: What was the Imperial purpose of New France? 



 
HIST 101 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER 

UPAC FORM #2 (Page 3)

Week 6:  Post-War Adjustments and Accommodations, 1763-1791 

Week 7:  The Economy of British North America before Industrialization 

  Seminar: What have been the uses of Laura Secord in Canadian History? 

Week 8:  War, Crisis, and Rebellion, 1810-1839 

  Seminar: For what, and for whom, was the Lower Canadian rebellion fought? 

Week 9:  Lord Durham, Union, and Responsible Government, 1840-1849 

  Seminar: Immigrant Experiences to Upper Canada—Part One: Reminiscences  

Week 10: Immigrant Experiences to Upper Canada—Part Two: Letters and Journals 

  Seminar: How do historians view the society of Upper Canada? 

Week 11:  Immigrant Experiences to Upper Canada—Part Three: Fiction 

  Seminar:             How can we use historical fiction in learning about the past? 

Week 12:    Adjusting to the end of Mercantilism, 1842-1866 

Week 13  The Age of Progress: Steam, Railways, and Government Debt 

 

 


