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HIST 105     History  3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
British Columbia: Pre-Contact to the Present 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course examines the broad swath of human history in what we now call British Columbia, beginning with the initial peopling of the 
region in the wake of the last ice age, proceeding through the eventual arrival of Europeans in the late 18th century, and closing with 
the complex society that had developed by the end of the 20th century. Students will cover a range of topics including the relations 
between newcomers and Aboriginal peoples, the challenges of economic development, the trials and tribulations of the province’s 
colourful politics, and the contested nature of British Columbia’s social and cultural identity.   
 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 33 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 12 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: October 1982 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2012 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2018 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Scott Sheffield  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 1, 20111  
Supporting area consultation    Date of meeting: November 25, 2011  
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: January 20, 2012  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 20, 2012  
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: February 3, 2012  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• identify  the dominant themes in BC’s historical experience 
• differentiate  between primary and secondary  sources and use each effectively  
• communicate, in oral or written form, an argument based on analysis of historical evidence. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include use of lectures, discussions, and the use of audio-visual materials. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)   Other (specify):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Jean Barman, The West Beyond the West: A History of British Columbia. Revised Edition Toronto: University of Toronto 
Press, 1996. 
Patricia Roy and John Herd Thompson, British Columbia: Land of Promises. Toronto: Oxford University Press, 2005. 
Course pack of selected readings 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Seminar participation    15% 
Seminar Questions                                        5% 
Primary source analysis (3-4pgs)   20% 
Historical website analytical essay (7-8pgs)  30% 
Final exam      30% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Introduction to the course 
 Geography and migrations 
Week 2: Aboriginal BC 
 Europe in the age of exploration 
Week 3: Discussion of how to read a primary source 
 Contact, exploration, and maritime fur trade 
Week 4: Disease-contact zone as a hot zone 
 Missionaries – contact zone as spiritual exchange 
Week 5: Land-based fur trade 
 Hudson’s Bay Company to 1849 
Week 6: Vancouver Island and economic (under)development 
 The Douglas Treaties 
Week 7: Gold! 
 Confederation (or not) 
Week 8: Settlement and race-creating a white man’s province 
 Social, moral, and labour Reform in BC to the 1920s 
Week 9: Resources and railroads – economic development to the Great War 
Week 10: Politics – BC’s blood sport 
 Land and the First Nations in BC, 1871-1927 
Week 11: The depression years in BC 
 War, politics, and prosperity in BC, 1939-72 
Week 12: Being “they,” becoming “we”-diversity in post-1945 BC 
 BC as utopian escape 
Week 13 BC’s so-called “Indian problem” since 1945 
 Identity-BC’s place in confederation 
 Exam preview 
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