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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

 
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: History 

HIST 108 N/A 3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 

The Birth of Europe: Antiquity to the 14th Century 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course examines the origins of the West in the ancient (Hebrew, Greek, and Roman) world, the collapse of this world, 
and the subsequent emergence, flowering, and crisis of Medieval Europe. 

 
PREREQUISITES: None. 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar:      Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Every year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May  2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2009 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Eric Davis  Raymond Welch (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Sylvie Murray  Virginia Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: May 27, 2005 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

As a result of successful completion of this course, students will: 

1) improve their ability to think historically; 

2) develop their understanding of the fundamental elements and concepts of historical method: periodization, causation, etc.; 

3) develop techniques for the analysis of primary and secondary sources; 

4) be able to identify and state the historical significance of some of the major primary sources of Western Civilization; 

5) be able to identify and define the major traditions of Western Civilization; 

6) be able to distinguish the medieval from the ancient world; 

7) be able to identify the historical significance of many of the major events, ideas,  and developments of the period studied 
(e.g., ethical monotheism, Germanic law, feudalism). 
 
METHODS: 

The course consists of lectures, formal class discussion and, from time to time, short films. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Challenge exam. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Hollister, et al, The West Transformed Volume A (2000) 

Perry, Sources of the Western Tradition (2005) 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

None. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Short Essay (3-4 pages)...............................................................20% 

Short Essay (3-4 pages)..........................................................….20% 

Mid-term Exam...........................................................................20% 

Group Presentation.....................................................................10% 

Final Exam..................................................................................30% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Weeks 1-3: The Origins of the West: Hebrews, Greeks, and Romans 

Weeks 4: Emergence of Christianity  

Week 5:               Fall of the Roman Empire: “Triumph of Barbarism and Religion”? 

Weeks 6-7: Rome’s Successors: Byzantium, Islam, and the Germanic West 

Week 8:               Early Western Christendom 

Week 9:               The Medieval World: Feudalism and Manorialism 

Week 10: Commercial Revival and the Rise of Towns 



 
Week 11: Emergence of Feudal Monarchies 

Week 12:  Medieval Culture 

Week 13: The Late Middle Ages and the Crises of the Fourteenth Century 
 
 

 


