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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
The Birth of Europe: Antiquity to the 14th Century

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course explores the civilizations that grew up around the Mediterranean Sea in ancient times, quickly narrows in
on the Greeks and Romans, and then examines the history of European civilization from the so-called fall of Rome to
the emergence, flowering, and crisis of medieval Europe. The role of gender, ethnicity, and status in Western
societies will also be considered.

PREREQUISITES: None
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 45 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 36

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every year

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes [1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [] Yes ] No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes [ 1No

Course designer(s): Dr. Adrianna Bakos

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: November 3, 2009
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: November 13, 2009
Curriculum Committee chair: Date approved: January 2010
Dean/Associate VP:  Dr. Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: January 2010

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: January 29, 2010
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
¢ Demonstrate an understanding of the fundamental elements and concepts of historical method: periodization,
causation, etc.;
e Recognize the difference between primary and secondary sources and analyze their usefulness as historical
evidence;
e Distinguish the medieval from the ancient world;
¢ Identify the historical significance of many of the major events, ideas, and developments of the period studied
(e.g., ethical monotheism, Germanic law, feudalism).
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussions and the use of audio-visual materials.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

Xl Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
[] Other (specify): ] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]
Mortimer Chambers, et. al., The Western Experience, Vol. A

In addition, there will be selected primary sources available online.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

N/A

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

In-class quizzes 10%
Primary source analysis (4-6 pages) 10%
Historiographical debate summary (4-6 pages) 10%
Mid-term exam 20%
Final exam 30%
Video responses 10%
Class participation 10%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1: Introduction: What is “Western Civilization?

Week 2:  The Cradle of Civilization — Mesopotamia and Egypt
Week 3:  Bronze Age Greece

Week 4: Classical and Hellenistic Greece

Week 5:  The Roman Republic

Week 6: The Fall of Rome

Week 7: Rome’s Successors — Byzantium, Islam, and the West
Week 8: Early Middle Ages

Week 9: Feudalism and Manorialism

Week 10: Medieval Spirituality

Week 11: Flowering of Medieval Civilization

Week 12: The Commercial Revolution and the Rise of Towns
Week 13: Collapse of the Medieval World
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