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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: An examination of the issues that combined to transform England from a medieval
society into a comparatively strong, centralized nation-state. Against the background of succeeding monarchs the
constitutional, economic, military, religious, colonial, and social themes that produced early modern England will be
studied.

Your appreciation of English civilization will be enhanced by studying English literature (ENGL 201/202) either
subsequent to or concurrent with HIST 109/110.

RATIONALE:

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None
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FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar 12 hrs Other - specify:
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a) replaces N/A
(course #)
(b) cannottake ___ N/A for further credit
(course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS (List reading resources elsewhere)

TEXTS:

C. Roberts and D. Roberts, A History of England, Vol I. (1991)
History 109 document package.

R. Houlbrooke, The English Family, 1450-1700 (1984).

P. Slack, The Impact of Plague in Tudor and Stuart England (1985).

OBJECTIVES:

1. to understand the important themes in medieval and early modern English history.

2. to understand some of the major debates among historians of medieval and early modern England.
3. to assess historical documents.

4, to be able to state one’s views clearly and concisely in seminar discussions and in writing.

METHODS:

The course consists of 25 classes devoted to lectures, class discussion and, from time to time, short films. The writing
requirements for the course include three short papers (4 to 5 pages max.) analyzing documents and two book reviews
(8 pages max.). There will also be midterm and final examinations. Due dates will be assigned at the first class and
penalties will be assessed for work handed in late.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Three short papers 30%
Two book reviews 30%
Midterm examination 10%

Final examination 30%
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COURSE CONTENT:

1. Course introduction
The nature of the evidence for and interpretations of medieval and early modern England
Anglo-Saxon background (Roberts and Roberts, Chapt. )
2. The Norman conquest and its consequences (R. & R., Chapt. 4)
3. The nature of medieval monarchy
The Roman Catholic Church and its controversy with the state Film: Medieval Kings
Film: Medieval Kings

4, Feudal economy
Life and death in medieval society

5. The origins and development of parliament
6. Territorial ambitions at home and abroad
Feudal warfare and its financial and political consequences
The triumph and decline of medieval monarchy under the Angevins

DUE: First short paper on Magna Carta

7. The fifteenth century: a time of troubles
Woman’s place in society

MIDTERM EXAM
8. Economic transformation: from feudalism to entrepreneurialism in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries
DUE: First critical book review.

9. The restoration of royal authority under Edward 1V and Henry VII
Film: A.G. Dickens, Dissolution of the Monasteries

10. Religious revolt and its consequences in the Tudor century

11. The politics, diplomacy and culture -high and low- of Elizabethan England
DUE: Second short paper on Tudor Poor Laws

12. The Stuarts in power to 1639

13. Debate over the origins of the English civil war



History 109
NAME & NUMBER OF COURSE

COURSE CONTENT (cont’d)

14. The course of the war and the interregnum
Film: C. Hill, Was Cromwell a Revolutionary?

15. Empire, trade and mercantilism in the seventeenth century
16. Gender relations, marriage and the family
17. The politics, religion, diplomacy and culture of the Restoration

Intellectual ferment in seventeenth century England

DUE: Third short paper on John Locke’s Second Treatise of Government

18. The constitutional revolution confirmed (1688)

DUE: Second book review.
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