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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:   An examination of the significant factors that account for the rise of modern Britain and
her empire to the heights of the world’s greatest power during the Victorian era and her subsequent decline in the 20th
century to second-rank status.  Within this framework class and gender issues will be explored with a view to
understanding the experiences of the masses, the middling classes, and the aristrocracy.

Your appreciation of English civilization will be enhanced by studying English literature (ENGL 201/202) either
subsequent to or concurrent with HIST 100/110.

RATIONALE:  

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture 45 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar 15 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                              hrs
TOTAL      60 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:    35             

Is transfer credit requested?     :    Yes       9     No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):        Eric Davis                                         Chairperson:                 E. Davis                                      
                                                                                                                                           Curriculum Committee

Department Head:          Eric Davis, PhD                                 Dean:                            J.D. Tunstall                                

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                                     PAC:  Final Approval:              April 1995                     
                                                                   (Date)                                                                               (Date)
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History 110                                 
NAME & NUMBER OF COURSE

SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces            N/A                       
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take       N/A                       for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

TEXTS:

Roberts, C. & D. Roberts, A History of England, Vol II.
History 110 coursepack
Roberts, R., The Classic Slum (Penguin)
Thompson, Flora, Lark Rise to Candleford  (Penguin)

OBJECTIVES:

1. To understand the significant themes in English history since the revolution of 1688.
2. To acquire a general understanding of the historiography of the period.
3. To comprehend and evaluate historical documents.
4. To state one’s views clearly and concisely in discussion and in writing.

METHODS:

The course will consist of two lectures each week.  Class time will be devoted mainly to lectures and discussion with
the occasional film being shown.  In addition, two short papers, a book review and a term paper will be assigned along
with a brief midterm and more substantial final examination.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

1. Short assignments (10% x 2) 20%
2. Book review 15%
3. Term paper 25%
4. Midterm exam 10%
5. Final exam 30%
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COURSE CONTENT:

I. Expansion and Consolidation, 1688-1760

1. England as a European Power: The War of the Spanish Succession
2. The Whig Ascendancy
3. England as a World Power: Commercial and Imperial Expansion
4. The British Enlightenment
5. The Church of England, Methodism and Evangelicalism
6. Georgian Landscape and the ‘Moral Economy’ of 18th Century Society
7. Gender relations

Readings:  Roberts & Roberts, Chapts. 16, 17 and 19 (497-509)

DUE: Short paper: American Revolution, a Trans-Atlantic Conflict

II. Britain’s Emergence as a Great Power, 1760-1815.

1. The Industrial Revolution
2. George III and His Politicians
3. The American Revolution
4. Pitt and the Tory Ascendancy
5. Britain at War, 1793-1815: Reactionary Interlude
6. An Answer to the Irish Question
7. Trade and Empire
8. The Roots of Radicalism
9. Romanticism

Readings:  Roberts & Roberts, Chapts. 17,20,21 (547-555) and 19 (511-521)

MIDTERM EXAM

III. Britain, 1815-1851: The First Mature Industrial State

1. Britain and the Balance of Power in Europe
2. An Emerging Class Society
3. The Social Consequences of Industrialization
4. Philosophic Radicalism
5. The Reforming Spirit in Politics, Society and Empire
6. The Persistence of England’s Ancien Régime
7. Free Trade, Protection and Party Politics

Readings:  Roberts & Roberts, Chapt. 21 (555-561) and 22.

DUE: Term Paper
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COURSE CONTENT:  (cont’d)

IV. The Mid-Victorian Heyday, 1851-1873

1. Economic Expansion, Free Trade and Prosperity
2. Hegemony of the Middling Classes
3. British Foreign Policy: Palmerstonianism
4. The Imperial Millstone
5. The Reform Bill of 1867: Peaceful Change
6. Victorian Society: Continuity and Change
7. Victorian Feminism

Readings:  Roberts & Roberts, Chapts. 21 (561-571), 23 (599-621), 24 and 25 (663-676)

V. Late Victorian and Edwardian Britain, 1873-1914: The Emerging Masses

1. Depression at Home and a Challenge to Industrial and Commercial Supremacy from Abroad
2. The Liberal-Conservative Rivalry
3. The Rise of Labour
4. The Politics of Ireland from 1868
5. Reluctant Imperialism
6. Women in Politics and Organized Labour
7. Fin-de Síècle British Society
8. Foreign Policy: The End of Isolation

Readings:  Roberts & Roberts, Chapts. 25, 26 (683-687) and 27 (720-723)

DUE: Short paper: Women’s Place in Victorian Society?

VI. Britain, 1914-1945: The Undermining of Britain’s Great Power Status

1. Britain at War, 1914-1918
2. Women in the Public Sphere
3. The Home Rule Act, 1920
4. Post-War Economic Difficulties and the Great Depression
5. The British Navy and the Washington Conference of 1921-22
6. Interwar Politics: The Death of the Liberals and the Emerging Labour Party
7. Society Between the Wars
8. The Loosening of Imperial Ties
9. The Return to Protection
10. Diplomacy Between the Wars: The Price of Peace
11. Churchill and the British War Effort, 1940-1945

Readings:  Roberts & Roberts, Chapts. 27 (723-746) 28 and 29.
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VII. Contemporary Britain: A Second Class Power and a Social Welfare State

1. The High Cost of War
2. Labour and the Establishment of the Welfare State
3. The Cold War and Britain’s Abdication of Great-Power Status
4. The Suez Crisis
5. The Dismantling of the British Empire and the Consequences at Home
6. The British Commonwealth of Nations
7. The “Sixties and Seventies”:  A Time of Troubles
8. Resurgent Feminism
9. Northern Ireland
10. Optimism About the Future: The European Common Market
11. The Thatcher Era: A Conservative Revolution
12. Conclusion: The British Impact on Western Civilization

Readings:  Roberts & Roberts, Chapts. 30 & 31.

DUE: Book review


