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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:   An enquiry into 20th century Europe to 1939, a Europe dominated by such
revolutionary forces as technology, total war, and the totalitarian regimes of Mussolini, Hitler and Stalin.  Through a
consideration of politics, economics, militarism, diplomacy, society and ideas, students will develop an understanding of
the origins of contemporary Europe.  

RATIONALE:  

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture 36 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar   9 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                              hrs
TOTAL      45 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:    35             

Is transfer credit requested?     :    Yes       9     No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):        Eric Davis                                         Chairperson:                 E. Davis                                      
                                                                                                                                           Curriculum Committee

Department Head:          Eric Davis, PhD                                 Dean:                            J.D. Tunstall                                
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces            N/A                       
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take       N/A                       for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

TEXTS:

Felix Gilbert, The End of the European Era
Leslie Derfler, An Age of Conflict: Readings...
Erich Maria Remarque, All Quiet on the Western Front

OBJECTIVES:

1. The student should understand the significant themes in early twentieth century European history.
2. The student should acquire sufficient factual knowledge to be able to construct logical arguments and solve

historical problems.
3. The student should gain a general awareness of the historiography on the period under discussion.
4. The student should be able to comprehend and evaluate historical documents.
5. The student should be able to state his/her views clearly and concisely in seminar discussions and in writing.

METHODS:

The course will consist of two lectures each week.  Class time will be devoted mainly to lectures and discussion.   In
addition, students will write comparative analyses of three chapters from Derfler, An Age of Conflict--”The Origins of
World War One.” “The Bolshevik Revolution,” and “The Nazis.”  (approx. 1000 words each).  It is essential for
students to attend the lectures and to read and understand the textbook(s).  Students will be expected to contribute to
class discussions.  

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

1. Comparative Review of Derfler, Chap. 2 (3-4 pages) 25%
2. Comparative Review of Chapter 3 (3-4 pages) 25%
3. Comparative Review of Chapter 5 (3-4 pages) 25%
4. Final exam 25%
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COURSE CONTENT:

Weeks 1 & 2: a)  Discussion of Course Objectives
b) Europe and the World in 1900
c) 19th Century Background: The Rise of Liberal Civilization

(Gilbert, Chapter 1; Derfler, Chapter 2)

Weeks 3,4,5: Challenges to Liberalism and the Middle Class
a) Imperialism
b) Monopoly Capitalism and the 2nd Industrial Revolution
c) Mass Consumption
d) Socialism
e) Feminism and the “New Woman”
f) Cultural Revolution

(Gilbert, Chapters 2-4)

Weeks 6,7: World War I:  Causes, Course, and Consequences

(Gilbert, Chapters 5-6; Derfler, Chapter 1)

Weeks 8,9: The Russian Revolution and International Communism

(Gilbert, Chapters 5-6; Derfler, Chapter 3)

Weeks 10,11: Fascism & Racism

(Gilbert, Chapters 7-8; Derfler, Chapter 5)

Week 12: Stalinism

(Gilbert, Chapters 7 & 9; Derfler, Chapter 4)

Week 13: The 1930s:  Crisis of Liberal Capitalism in Western Europe

(Gilbert, Chapters 8-9)

Week 14: The Road to War

(Gilbert, Chapter 9; Derfler, Chapter 6)


