
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF THE FRASER VALLEY

COURSE INFORMATION

DISCIPLINE/DEPARTMENT:        History                                        IMPLEMENTATION DATE:      Jan. 1976     

Revised:        April 1995  
                    Contemporary Europe, 1939 to the Present

History 112                                                            From Ruin to Rejuvenation                               3             
SUBJECT/NUMBER OF COURSE                               DESCRIPTIVE TITLE UCFV CREDITS

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:   Traces the recovery of Europe from the awesome destruction of World War II to the
new-found prosperity and optimism of the eighties.  A study of such issues as total war, cold-war rivalry, the decline of
empire, the “third world”, student radicalism, the European common market, and the thaw in East-West relations will lead
to an understanding of Europe’s place in today’s world.  

RATIONALE:  

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture 36 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar   9 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                              hrs
TOTAL      45 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:    35             

Is transfer credit requested?     :    Yes       9     No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):        Eric Davis                                         Chairperson:                 E. Davis                                      
                                                                                                                                           Curriculum Committee

Department Head:          Eric Davis, PhD                                 Dean:                            J.D. Tunstall                                

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                                     PAC:  Final Approval:               1995                        
                                                                   (Date)                                                                               (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces            N/A                       
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take       N/A                       for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

TEXTS:

Felix Gilbert, The End of the European Era
Leslie Derfler, An Age of Conflict: Readings...
Elie Wiesel, Night

OBJECTIVES:

1. The student should understand the major issues in European history since 1939.
2. The student should acquire sufficient factual knowledge to be able to construct logical arguments and solve

historical problems.
3. The student should gain a general awareness of the historiography on the period under discussion.
4. The student should be able to comprehend and evaluate historical documents.
5. The student should be able to state his/her views clearly and concisely in seminar discussions and in writing.

METHODS:

The course will consist of two lectures each week.  Class time will be devoted mainly to lectures and discussion.   In
addition, students will write comparative analyses of two chapters from Derfler, An Age of Conflict--”The Outbreak of
the Cold War.” and “Toward a New European Order.”   It is essential for students to attend the lectures and to read and
understand the textbook(s).  Students will be expected to contribute to class discussions.  

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

1. Quiz on Night   5%
2. Midterm Exam 25%
3. Comparative Review of Derfler, Chap. 9 (3-4 pages) 20%
4. Comparative Review of Derfler, Chap. 13 (3-4 pages) 20%
5. Final exam 30%
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COURSE CONTENT:

Weeks 1-3: World War II: The Destruction of Europe
(Gilbert, pp. 255-317 and Ch. 10; Derfler, Ch. 8)

Week 4: The Cold War and the Division of Europe
(Gilbert, Ch. 11; Derfler, Ch. 9)

Week 5: Decolonization and the End of Empire
(Derfler, Ch. 10)

Week 6: Economic Recovery, Integration, and the Welfare State
(Gilbert, Ch. 12)

Weeks 7-9: Communications, Culture, and Social Change: Consumerism, Leisure, Women, and T.V.
(Gilbert, Ch. 13)

Week 10: Soviet Europe

Week 11: 1968, Student Revolt, and the Seventies
(Gilbert, Chs. 14-15)

Week 12: Thatcherism and the Crisis of the Welfare State
(Gilbert, Ch. 16; Derfler, Ch. 11)

Weeks 13-14: Revolution in Eastern Europe and the Collapse of Communism
(Gilbert, Ch. 17; Derfler, Chs. 12-13)


