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TRADITIONAL EAST ASIAN CIVILIZATIONS
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

An introduction to the evolution of East Asian civilizations (with emphasis on China and Japan) from ancient times to the early nineteenth century. The
focus is on social structure, cultural tradition, economic system, and political institution in pre-modern China and Japan.

PREREQUISITES: None
COREQUISITES: None

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(a) Replaces: N/A
(Course #) (Department / Program)
(b) Cannot take N/A for further credit
(Course #) (Department / Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 [TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 35 hrs
Seminar: 10 hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Laboratory: hrs
Field Experience: hrs
Student Directed Learning: hrs
Other (Specify): hrs
MAXIMUM ENROLMENT: 35

EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERING:

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? YES X NO

TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: YES NO X

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course designer(s): Chairperson:

D. Kwan (Curriculum Committee)
Department Head: Dean:

B. Huskins J. D. Tunstall
PAC Approval in Principle Date: PAC Final Approval Date: November 24, 1999
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES/ LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. to promote students' understanding and appreciation of different cultures and civilizations.
2. to provide students with basic training in documentary analysis and interpretative skill.

3. to encourage students to understand historical past from art and literature.

4, to prepare students for other courses related to modern East Asia.

METHODS:

Teaching will be conducted with a combination of lectures and small group discussion. Visual materials, such as painting
and video, will be introduced. Apart from reading the basic textbooks, students will also be encouraged to interpret history
from literary sources. The following two novels will be used for class discussion. The Scholars by Wu Jingzi in early
eighteenth century China, and The Tale of Genji by a Japanese woman-writer in the early eleventh century. Other classical
short stories will be selected from the major documentary sources listed below.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR YES_ X NO

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
Textbooks:

Conrad Schirokauer, A Brief History of Chinese and Japanese Civilizations (Fort Worth: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich college
Publishers, 1989, 2" ed.)

Mark Elvin, The Pattern of the Chinese Past (Stanford University Press, 1973)
Conrad Totman, Japan before Perry (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973)
References:

Wm T. de Bary, East Asian Civilizations: A Dialogue in Five Stages (Harvard, 1988)

Tu Wei-ming, ed., Confucian Tradition in East Asian Modernity (Harvard, 1996)

Gilbert Rozman, ed., The East Asian Region: Confucian Heritage and its Modern Adaptation (Princeton, 1991)

Patricia B. Ebrey, ed., Cambridge lllustrated History of Chinese Civilization (Cambridge, 1997)

Wm. T. de Bary, ed., Sources of Chinese Tradition, Vols. 1 & 2 (Columbia, 1998, 2" ed.)

Ryusaku Tsunoda, ed., Sources of Japanese Tradition, Vols. 1 & 2 (Columbia, 1958)

Patricia B. Ebrey, ed., Chinese Civilization: A Sourcebook (Free Press, 1993)

Cyril Birch, ed., Anthology of Chinese Literature, 2 vols. (Columbia, 1972)

Donald Keene, ed., The Princeton Anthology of Traditional Japanese Literature (Princeton, 1985)

Jacques Gernet, A History of Chinese Civilization (Cambridge, 1996, 2™ ed.)

George Sansom, A History of Japan, 3 vols. (Stanford, 1963)

Arthur E. Tiedemann, ed., Introduction to Japanese Civilization (Columbia, 1974)

H. Paul Varley, Japanese Culture: A Short History (Hawaii, 1984)

Jacques Gernet, Daily Life in China on the Eve of the Mongol Invasion, 1250-1276 (Stanford, 1962)

Peter Hopkirk, Foreign Devils on the Silk Road: The Search for the Lost Cities and Treasures of Chinese Central Asia (U. of
Massachusetts Press, 1984)

Ray Huang, 1587: A Year of No Significance (Yale, 1981)

Charles Hucker, China's Imperial Past: An Introduction to Chinese History and Culture (Stanford, 1975)

Murasaki Shikibu, The World of Shining Price: Court Life in Ancient Japan, trans. & eds by lvan Morris and Paul de Anglis
(Kodansha Am. Inc., 1994)
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References: (contd.)

Helen C. McCullough, trans., The Tale of Heike (Yale, 1988)

Wu Jingzi, The Scholars

Cao Xue, Dream of the Red Chamber

Jonathan D. Spence, The Memory of Palace of Matteo Ricci (New York, 1984)

George Sanson, The Western World and Japan (London, 1951)

Donald Keene, The Japanese Discovery of Europe (Stanford, 1969)

Thomas C. Smith, The Agrarian Origins of Modern Japan (Stanford, 1959)

Susan B. Hanley, Everyday Things in Pre-modern Japan (California, 1997)

Susan Naquin & Evelyn S. Rawski, Chinese Society in the Eighteenth Century (Yale, 1987)
Sherman E. Lee, A History of Far Eastern Art (Prentice-Hall, 1973 rev. ed.)

Craig Clunas, Art in China (Oxford, 1997)

Robert T. Singer et al, eds., Edo: Art in Japan 1615-1868 (Nat. Gallery of Art, 1998)
Marsha Weidner, ed., Flowering in the Shadows: Women in the History of Chinese and Japanese Painting (Hawaii, 1991)

Video (distributed by Films for the Humanities & Sciences):

Japan: Buddha in the Land of the Kami (7th-12th Centuries) U.S.$159
Japan: The Coming of the Barbarians (1540-1650) U.S.$159

Japan: The Age of the Shoguns (1600-1868) U.S.$159

Ancient China, U.S.$129
Ancient Treasures: Imperial Art of China, U.S.$69.95

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

Quiz: There will be three quizzes; each will be less than 20 minutes. Materials for the quizzes will be taken from classroom
lecture/discussion and basic textbooks.

Documentary Analysis: Two sets of Document-Based-Question will be distributed to students for take-home exercise.
Students will be asked to submit their answers in essay form.

Book Review: Students will be asked to write a book review either on The Pattern of the Chinese Past by Mark Elvin, or
Japan before Perry by Conrad Totman.

Final Examination: Students will be informed in advance of the topics to be examined.

Marking Distribution:  Quiz 30%
Documentary analysis 20%
Book review 20%
Final examination 30%

COURSE CONTENT:

Week 1: Course introduction
The Land, peoples and languages in China and Japan

Week 2: Early Chinese philosophy: Confucianism, Daoism and Legalism

Week 3: Formation and structure of the first Chinese empire: the Qin & Han dynasties (221 B.C.-220 A.D.)
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COURSE CONTENT: (contd.)

Week 4: The flowering of Chinese culture in the Tang-Song dynasties (617-1279): commerce, urban
culture, Buddhism, and neo-Confucianism

Week 5: Chinese society, culture, and economy under the Mongol rule (1279-1368)

Week 6: Autocracy in Ming-Qing dynasties (1368-1911)

Week 7: Social, economic and cultural development in Ming-Qing dynasties

Week 8: Classical Japan under Chinese influence to the Heian period (794-1185): Chinese learning,
Buddhism and Shinto

Week 9: Characteristics of Japanese feudalism circa 1185-1600: departure from Chinese political and
cultural influence

Week 10: Socio-economic change, cultural development, and political centralization in Tokugawa Japan
(1600-1868)

Week 11: Women in traditional Chinese and Japanese societies

Week 12: East Asia's early encounters with the West circa 1500-1800

Week 13: East Asian civilizations under challenge: the coming of the West in the 19" century



