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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Traditional East Asian Civilizations

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course examines the evolution of East Asian civilizations (with emphasis on China and Japan) from ancient times
to the early nineteenth century. The focus is on social structures, cultural traditions, economic systems, and political
institutions in pre-modern China and Japan.

PREREQUISITES: None
COREQUISITES: None
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 35 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 10 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 36

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every year

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes [ 1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes [ 1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes [INo

Course designer(s): Dr. Daniel Kwan

Department Head: Robin Anderson Date approved: November 1, 2011
Supporting area consultation Date of meeting: November 25, 2011
Curriculum Committee chair: Tetsuomi Anzai Date approved: January 20, 2012
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: January 20, 2012

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: February 3, 2012
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
» identify and interpret the distinguishing features of different cultures and civilizations,
» analyze and interpret documents,
» identify historical meanings from art and literature

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Teaching will be conducted with a combination of lectures and small group discussion. Visual materials, such as painting
and video, will be introduced. Apart from reading the basic textbooks, students will also be encouraged to interpret history
from literary sources.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
X Examination(s) [ Portfolio assessment [ Interview(s) ] Other (specify):

1 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:]

Rhoads Murphey, East Asia: A New History. 5t Ed. (Longman, 2010)
Marius B. Jansen, China in the Tokugawa World. (Harvard, 1992)
HIST 115 Course pack

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
N/A

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Quiz 10%
8 reflections 15%
Mid-term exam 20%
Book review 20%
Final examination 35%

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1: Course introduction
The land, peoples, and languages in China and Japan

Week 2: Early Chinese philosophy: Confucianism, Daoism, and Legalism
Week 3: Formation and structure of the first Chinese empire: the Qin & Han dynasties (221 B.C.-220 A.D.)

Week 4: The flowering of Chinese culture in the Tang-Song dynasties (617-1279): commerce, urban culture, Buddhism,
and neo-Confucianism

Week 5: Chinese society, culture, and economy under the Mongol rule (1279-1368)
Week 6: Autocracy in Ming-Qing dynasties (1368-1911)
Week 7: Social, economic, and cultural development in Ming-Qing dynasties

Week 8: Classical Japan under Chinese influence to the Heian period (794-1185): Chinese learning, Buddhism, and
Shinto

Week 9: Characteristics of Japanese feudalism circa 1185-1600: departure from Chinese political and cultural influence
Week 10: Socio-economic change, cultural development, and political centralization in Tokugawa Japan (1600-1868)
Week 11: Women in traditional Chinese and Japanese societies

Week 12: East Asia's early encounters with the West circa 1500-1800

Week 13: East Asian civilizations under challenge: the coming of the West in the 19th century
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