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Course Code and Number: HIST 118 ‘ Number of Credits: 3 Course credit policy (105)

Course Full Title: Ancient Near East: From the Pyramids of Egypt to the Democracy of the Greeks
Course Short Title: Ancient Near East

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities ‘ Department (or program if no department): History

Calendar Description:

Students consider the development of the first urban cultures and early empires from the Indus and the Nile Valleys to the Straits of
Gibraltar. By exploring the daily lives, cultural institutions, social mores, and politics of these early civilizations, students can start
thinking about such concepts as state and society in non-Western terms.

Prerequisites (or NONE): None

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE): None

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE): | None

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) Course Details
Former course code/number: Special Topics course: No
Cross-listed with: (If yes, the course will be offered under different letter

designations representing different topics.)
Equivalent course(s):
. (%) Directed Study course: No

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be (See policy 207 for more information.)

included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) | Grading System: Letter grades

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes
Typical Structure of Instructional Hours

Expected frequency: Twice per year
Lecture/seminar 45

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 36

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)

PLAR is available for this course.

Total hours 45

Transfer Credit (See bctransferquide.ca.)

Transfer credit alr ists: Y
Scheduled Laboratory Hours ansfer credit already exists: Yes

Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: No o )
(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.)

Department approval Date of meeting: October 22, 2024

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting: December 6, 2024

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: January 31, 2025
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https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Transfer-Credit-Request-Form.docx
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.)
Upon successful completion of the course students will be able to:

Identify the key components of Ancient Near Eastern history.

Debate themes such as early state-/empire-building and cross-cultural exchange in the context of the Near East.
Explain differences between primary and secondary sources and work with both.

Analyze written and material primary sources in relation to each other.

Assess the relationship between the Ancient Near East and Western academia.

Interpret historical evidence in historical writing.

ourwDE

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.)

Final exam: 25% | Project: 25% %
Quizzesltests: 15% | Assighments: 35% %
Details:

Quizzesltests:
1. Weekly quizzes to be distributed via learning management system, testing learners on the weekly content.
Assignments:
2. Two primary source analyses analyzing the historical significance of a primary written document situated in the right historical
context based on the class bibliography (20%).
3. Group presentation about the primary sources, where students connect the lecture materials with the written and material
primary sources (10%).
4. Student presentations in which learners present information about the weekly primary source reading (5%).
Project:
5.  Museum curation, in which students design their own thematic exhibition that helps us to learn something new about the
Ancient Near East. Or: Do-it-yourself, in which students research and make objects used in the Ancient Near East by using the
methods from distant past and place.

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor.

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)
Face-to-face lectures and tutorials.

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER)
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.)

Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year
1. Textbook A.H. Podany The Ancient Near East: A Very Short Introduction 2013
2. Selection of primary sources available online

3.

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.)

Course Content and Topics

Module I: What is a city? (3600-2200 BCE)

Part 1: Introduction to human prehistory and the first cities

Part 2: The rise of the river civilizations: Indus, Mesopotamia, and Nile

Part 3: Cities outgrow themselves: early dynastic Egypt and the Akkadian Empire

Module II: What is a multitude of cities called? (2200-1155 BCE)

Part 1: Pyramids, temples, canals, and taxes: Old — Middle — New Kingdom in Egypt
Part 2: Ziggurats, temples, canals, and taxes: Babylonia and Assyria awoken

Part 3: Do we need rivers? The Hittite Empire vis-a-vis the Indus Valley civilization

Module IlI: How to survive a breakdown? (1155-600 BCE)

Part 1: The Mediterranean system: city-state cultures of Phoenicia, Crete, and the Peloponnese
Part 2: Egypt endures but what about the rest?: Rise of Phrygia and Lydia in Asia Minor

Part 3: Old name, new aspirations: the Neo-Assyrian Empire

Module IV: Something old, something new, something borrowed. (600-500 BCE)

Part 1: Old name, new aspirations: Neo-Babylonian Empire

Part 2: City-states look westward: Phoenician and Greek colonies around the Mediterranean
Part 3: One to rule them all: the Achaemenid Empire



https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Supplemental-Texts-and-Resource-Materials-Form.docx

