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Course Code and Number: HIST 119 Number of Credits: 3 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Ancient Greece and Rome 

Course Short Title: Ancient Greece and Rome 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department/School: History 

Calendar Description:  

In this introductory survey, students consider the socio-political transformations in the worlds of the ancient Greeks and Romans in the 
wider Mediterranean context. 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  None. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):        

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:       

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s):       

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes 

Expected frequency: Twice per year 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 36 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Lecture/seminar 45 

   

        

        

        

Total hours 45 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

      

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: Yes 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: No  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: No 

Department approval Date of meeting:  October 28, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  January 17, 2025 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  March 28, 2025 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Identify key components in ancient Greek and Roman history. 
2. Debate themes and issues related to the Greek city-state political culture and Roman gradual state building from a city-state to 

a Mediterranean empire.  
3. Work with primary and secondary sources. 
4. Analyze written and material primary sources about the Greco-Roman world vis-à-vis one another. 
5. Articulate the relationship between the Greco-Roman history and Western academia.   
6. Produce written work using the rules of historical analysis. 

 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Final exam:  25% Assignments: 55%   % 

Quizzes/tests/midterm:  20%        %        % 

Details: 

• Quizzes/tests/midterm: weekly quizzes (20%) 

• Assignments:  
o Written primary source analyses (20%) 
o In-class presentation and feedback (10%) 
o Museum curation or do-it-yourself (25%) 

• Final exam (25%)  
 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Face-to-face lectures and discussions or online asynchronous lectures and written discussions. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. OER       Fordham Internet History Sourcebook Project: Ancient History      

2. OER       The Internet Classics Archives at MIT      

3. Textbook M. Dillon, Garland 
Ancient Greece: Social and Historical Documents from Archaic 

Times to the Death of Socrates 
2014 

 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

None 
 

Course Content and Topics 

Module I: How to run a city-state in Greece and Italy (c. 800 to 500 BCE) 

• Course introduction: How many cradles does a baby need?  

• The world of the city: Greek city-states and Rome (c. 800 – 500 BCE) 

• How to live in a city-state: Daily lives in Greece and Rome (c. 800 – 500 BCE) 
Module II: How to wage war in Greece and Italy (c. 500 to 300 BCE) 

• The game changers: The Iranian Achaemenid Empire and the Roman Republic (c. 500 – 300 BCE) 

• How to survive in a tragedy or a comedy: Daily lives in Classical Greece and Early Republican Rome (c. 500 – 300 BCE) 

• One to rule them all: Philip II’s dream and Alexander the Great’s conquests  
Module III: How to build an empire: Trial and Error (c. 300 to 30 BCE) 

• Alexander’s successors meet Rome (c. 300 – 30 BCE)  

• How to live in Alexandria, Athens, and Rome: Daily lives in the Hellenistic period (c. 300 – 30 BCE) 

• The Roman Republic outgrows itself: Crisis of the first century BCE 
Module IV: Pax romana for everybody (c. 30 BCE to 500 CE) 

• Mare nostrum: Roman Empire in the Mediterranean (c. 30 BCE – 284 CE) 

• How to live in Pax romana: Daily lives in the principate (c. 30 BCE – 284 CE) 

• Mutatis mutandis: the dominate and Christianity   

• Amicable divorce: Fall of the Western Roman Empire and the Medieval Eastern Roman survival (c. 284 – 500 CE) 
 

 

https://open.bccampus.ca/
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