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SUBJECT/NUMBER OF COURSE                               DESCRIPTIVE TITLE UCFV CREDITS

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:   A survey of the significant economic, political, social, intellectual, cultural and
religious forces that combined to transform medieval Europe into the hub of early modern western civilization.  The major
themes include: the Renaissance, religious revolution, economic development, trade and empire, the age of absolute
monarchy and the misery and grandeur of European society.    

RATIONALE:  

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture 36 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar   9 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                              hrs
TOTAL      45 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:    35             

Is transfer credit requested?     :    Yes       9     No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):        Eric Davis                                         Chairperson:                 E. Davis                                      
                                                                                                                                           Curriculum Committee
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces            N/A                       
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take       N/A                       for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

TEXTS:

Chambers et al, The Western Experience: The Early Modern Period, Vol. II
Dennis Sherman, Western Civilization: Images and Interpretations From the Renaissance to the Present

OBJECTIVES:

1. The student should understand the important themes in early modern European history. 
2. The student should acquire sufficient factual knowledge to be able to construct logical arguments and solve

historical problems.
3. The student should gain a general awareness of the historiography on the period under discussion.
4. The student should be able to comprehend and evaluate historical documents.
5. The student should be able to state his/her views clearly and concisely in seminar discussions and in writing.

METHODS:

Class time will be devoted mainly to lectures and discussion.   In addition, students will write three essays from
Sherman’s Western Civilization.   It is essential for students to attend the lectures and to read and understand the
textbook(s).  Students will be expected to contribute to class discussions.  

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

1. Short Essay (3-4 pages) on Ch. 2 in Sherman’s Western Civilization 25%
2. Short Essay (3-4 pages) on Ch. 5 in Sherman’s Western Civilization 25%
3. Short Essay (3-4 pages) on Ch. 6 in Sherman’s Western Civilization 25%
4. Final Exam 25%
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COURSE CONTENT:

Week 1 & 2 a) Discussion of course objectives
b) Medieval background
(Chambers, Ch. 11; Sherman, “Preface”)

Week 3 & 4 Cultural and Intellectual Revolution: The Renaissance
(Ch. 12; Ch. 14, pp. 542-44; Sherman, Ch. 1)

Week 5 & 6 Religious Revolution: The Reformation
(Ch. 14 & 15, Part I; Sherman, Ch. 2)

Week 7 Rise of the Sovereign State
(Ch. 13, II-IV; Sherman, Ch. 3)

Week 8 European Expansion, Commercial Capitalism, and Social Change
(Ch. 13,j Part I; Sherman, Ch. 4)

Week 9 Scientific Revolution
Ch. 16, Parts I-II; Sherman, Ch. 6)

Week 10 & 11 Popular Culture and Early Modern Society
(Ch. 16, III; Sherman, Ch. 5)

Week 12 Absolutism and Constitutionalism (Ca. 1589-1715)
(Ch. 15, Part II; Ch. 17 & 18, I-II; Sherman, Ch. 5)

Week 13 European Economy of the 18th Century
(Ch. 18, III-IV; Ch. 20, I-IV; Sherman, Ch. 7)

Week 14 The Enlightenment and the Origins of the French Revolution
(Ch. 19; Ch. 20, V-VI; Sherman, Ch. 8)


