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Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 208     HISTORY  3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

European History, 1300-1789: The Rise and Decline of the Ancien Regime 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course is a survey of Early Modern Europe from its birth in a crisis of the medieval world to the eve of the French 
Revolution. Themes examined include: the Renaissance and Reformation, the rise of the sovereign state, European 
expansion and the emergence of a capitalist economy, the Scientific Revolution, popular culture, absolute monarchy, 
and the Enlightenment. 
 
Note: Students with credit for HIST 201 may not take HIST 208 for further credit. 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: HIST 201        
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 36 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 9 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1976 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Eric Davis/Dr. Chris Leach  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 3, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 13, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair:    Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jaqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
    



 

 

 

HIST 208 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER 
 

OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE (page 2) 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• identify the fundamental elements and concepts of historical method: periodization, causation, etc.; 
• recognize and analyze primary and secondary sources; 
• identify and state the historical significance of some of the major primary sources of Early Modern Europe; 
• distinguish the early modern from the medieval world; 
• identify the historical significance of many of the major events, ideas, and developments of the period studied 

              (e.g., humanism, sola fide, absolutism); 
• recognize and produce many of the conventions of academic historical writing  

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Class time will be devoted mainly to lectures and discussion. Audio-visual materials will be used.   
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Merriman, John.  A History of Modern Europe, Volume One.  New York: Norton, 2004. 
Perry, Marvin, Joseph Peden, and Theodore Von Laue, eds.  Sources of the Western Tradition.  Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin, 2005. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Two short research essays   40% 
Mid-term exam     20% 
Presentation     10% 
Final exam     30% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1:  The Medieval World and Its Crisis 
Week 2:  Cultural and Intellectual Revolution: The Renaissance 
Week 3:  The Renaissance 
Week 4:  The Northern Renaissance 
Week 5:  Religious Revolution: The Reformation 
Week 6:  The Reformation 
Week 7:  Popular Culture, the Witch Craze, and Society 
Week 8:  Mid-term exam 
Week 9:  European Expansion, Commercial Capitalism, and Social Change 
Week 10: Rise of the Sovereign State: Absolutism and Constitutionalism 
Week 11: Scientific Revolution 
Week 12: Competing for Power and Wealth: War, Trade, and Colonial Rivalry 
Week 13: The Enlightenment and the Origins of the French Revolution 
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