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HIST 213  History  3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Mennonite Experience: Origins to 1780s 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course examines the Mennonite experience from its origins in medieval thought and culture to its development and 
maturation in the eighteenth century. Topics will include changing late medieval social existence, the peasant revolts, and 
emerging Protestant reformations including Anabaptism. The course will then follow the Mennonite people through the early 
modern period stressing the social context of their developing ideas and experience, including the first persecutions and 
migrations. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: None  
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:    
(b) Cross-listed with:         
(c) Cannot take:  for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: May 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Bruce Hiebert/Dr. Steven Schroeder  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: March 2, 2010  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: April 16, 2010  
Curriculum Committee chair: Dr. John Carroll   Date approved: May 7, 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte    Date approved: May 7, 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: May 21, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Identify the major social and religious issues of late Medieval and Reformation Northern Europe and their 

relationship to the emergence of the Mennonite Church 
• Understand the issues of Mennonite history as an academic discipline 
• Identify key debates in the field of Mennonite Studies 
• Demonstrate the basic historical skills of research, analysis and writing 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

This course will make use of these learning tools: 
• Lectures, with audio visual materials; 
• Guest lectures 
• Students' discussion of assigned readings 

 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples this course might be:] 

Cornelius Krahn. Dutch Anabaptism. Herald Press, 1981. 

J. Denny Weaver. Becoming Anabaptist: The Origins and Significance of Sixteenth Century Anabaptism (2nd Edition).  
Herald Press, 2005. 

Peter Klassen. Mennonites in Early Modern Poland and Prussia. John Hopkins Press, 2009. 

Course pack 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Participation                                                                             10% 
Four synopses / Review essays (approx. 500 words each) 20% 
Mid-term exam                                                                         20% 
Term paper                                                                              25% 
Final exam                                                                               25% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Course Introduction, History of ethno-religious groups 
Week 2: Late Medieval Life and Transformations 
Week 3: Reformation: Divergent Movements, Strategies & Beliefs 
Week 4: Emerging Anabaptisms: Leaders & Beliefs  
Week 5: Radicals & Martyrdom: Case of Muenster & Martyr’s Mirror 
Week 6: Menno Simons: The Emerging Dutch Mennonite Movement 
Week 7: Mennonites in Poland & Prussia  
Week 8: Mennonite Divisions & Migration: The Dordrecht Confession  
Week 9: Swiss & South German Mennonite Life  
Week 10: English Contact & Migrations to the American Colonies 
Week 12: Amish & Hutterite Origins 
Week 13: From Prussia to Ukraine 
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