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HIST 220     History  3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
Seeing Canada's History 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will examine the Canadian past from pre-contact to the present through the examination of visual sources 
which are non-conventional for historians. These rich and varied sources, ranging from paintings to furnishings, tell their 
own unique story of technological change, the significance of images as historical evidence, and an increasingly visual 
culture. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: None. HIST 101 and HIST 102 or AH 214 recommended. 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:  

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 35 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 10 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: As needed  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2017 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Molly Ungar  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 2, 2010  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 12, 2010  
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: January 14, 2011  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 14, 2011  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 28, 2011  
    



 

 

 

HIST 220 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER 
 

OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE (page 2) 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• approach visual sources as a tool for historical analysis 
• identify the historically analytical possibilities of non-textual sources 
• integrate critical analysis of conventional and non-conventional historical sources 
• demonstrate an understanding of Canadian history 
• demonstrate research, observation, scholarly writing, and presentation skills 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussion, and the use of audio-visual materials. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

H. V. Nelles, A Little History of Canada, Oxford University Press, 2004 
Charlotte Gray. A Museum Called Canada: Twenty-Five Rooms of Wonder. Random House. 2004   
PowerPoint presentations 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

None 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Commentaries (3)   30% 
In-class presentation   10% 
Mid-term test    20% 
Research project/essay   20% 
Final exam    20% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1 Introduction: Historical Sources and Their Creation 
Week 2 The Crowded Wilderness - Pre-Contact Canada 
Week 3 The Imagined Garden - New France 
Week 4 Ordering the New World - Post-Conquest Canada 
Week 5 Photography and Democracy 
Week 6 Motion and Emotion - The 20th Century 
Week 7 Modernity and War 
Week 8 Extraordinary Times - The Decline of Visual Allegory 
Week 9 The Search for a Visible Identity - Post-War Canada 
Week 10 Post-Modernism and the Ironic Gaze 
Week 11 The Search for Visible Meaning 
Week 12 A Visual Culture 
Week 13 Seeing is Believing? The Age of Photoshop and ILM 
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