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HIST 226     History  3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 
History of Indigenous-Settler Relations in Canada 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course provides a survey of the long relationship between the Indigenous peoples of Canada and the 
Newcomers who would come to live amongst them. The course begins with an assessment of Indigenous Canada 
and Europe in the fifteenth century, on the eve of contact. It then examines the contact process and how this 
flourished into the extensive and diverse relations that emerged over the subsequent five centuries. Proceeding in 
roughly chronological fashion, students explore a range of topics including the fur trade, missionary activity, warfare 
and alliances, the development of government Indian policies, treaties, assimilation and Indigenous resistance, 
cultural-political revival, and the legal and constitutional framework of contemporary relations.  
Note: Students who have taken HIST 326 cannot take HIST 226 for further credit. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:  

 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: HIST 326        

(b) Cross-listed with:              

(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 

STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       

Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     

Seminar: 15 Hrs    

Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  

Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  

Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every second year  

Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2000 

COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 

COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2017  
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Scott Sheffield  

Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 2, 2010  

Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 12, 2010  

Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: January 14, 2011  

Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 14, 2011  

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 28, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 demonstrate a knowledge of the historical relationships between Indigenous peoples and newcomers in Canada; 

 recognize where this relationship fits within the broader context of Canadian history; 

 identify the historical roots of current issues surrounding the relationship between Indigenous 
peoples and the Canadian state and society; 

 communicate in oral or written form an argument based on analysis of historical sources. 

 

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Teaching methods will include lectures, discussions, and the use of audio-visual materials. 
 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):        PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 

 

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

J.R. Miller, Skyscrapers Hide the Heavens: A History of Indian-White Relations in Canada, 3rd Ed., Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 2000 
Olive Dickason,  A Concise History of Canada’s First Nations. Oxford University Press, 2006. 
Ken Coates and Robin Fisher, eds., Out of the Background: Readings in Canadian Native History, 2nd Ed. Thomsen 
Nelson, 1998. 
Course Pack of Readings 

 

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

None 

 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Seminar participation   10% 
Primary document analysis  15% 
Mid-term exam    20% 
Research essay   30% 
Final exam    25% 

 

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1  Introduction and Indigenous Canada in the 15th Century 
Week 2  Europe, 15th to the 18th Centuries 
  ‘Thickening’ Contact 
Week 3  Huron, French, and Iroquois, 1609-1700 
  Warfare, Alliances, and Rivalries in North America to the 1750s 
Week 4  Fur Trade and the Northwest to 1821 
  Indigenous Newcomer Relations in the Northeast, 1750s to 1815 
Week 5  Treaties and Reserves 
Week 6  The Great Plains to the 1870s 
  Indigenous Peoples and Newcomers in the Arctic 
Week 7  The Pacific Northwest 
Week 8  The Métis 
Week 9  Canadian Indian Policy, 1867-1939 
Week 10 Indigenous Adaptation and Resistance 
Week 11 Indigenous Peoples and the World Wars 
  From the New Indian Act (1951) to the White Paper (1969) 
Week 12 Resurgence in the 1970s-80s 
  Courts, Constitutions, and Self Government 
Week 13 Post-White Paper Malaise 
 


