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History 235                                                           Late Traditional and Modern China           3             
SUBJECT/NUMBER OF COURSE                               DESCRIPTIVE TITLE UCFV CREDITS

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:   A survey of the last 400 years of Chinese history. The course is divided into the Late
Imperial, Republican and People's Republic eras and examines the key social, political, and intellectual issues of each.
The truly revolutionary changes that have taken place in Chinese society will be examined in the light of traditional
institutions, internal forces of change, and shifting international influences.

RATIONALE:  

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture 43 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar 17 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                              hrs
TOTAL      60 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:    35             

Is transfer credit requested?     :    Yes       9     No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):        William Sewell                                   Chairperson:                 E. Davis                             
                                                                                                                                           Curriculum Committee

Department Head:          Eric Davis, PhD                                 Dean:                            J.D. Tunstall                         

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                                     PAC:  Final Approval:       June 9, 1993                  
                                                                   (Date)                                                                               (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces            N/A                       
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take       N/A                       for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

TEXTS:

John King Fairbank, The great Chinese Revolution, 1800-1985, New York: Harper & Row, 1987.
Lloyd E. Eastman, Family, Field and Ancestors, New York: Oxford, 1988.
Jonathan Spence, The Gate of Heavenly Peace, New York: Penguin, 1982 (recommended only)
Zhang Xinxin and Sang Ye, Chinese Lives, New York: Pantheion, 1987 (recommended only)

OBJECTIVES:

To introduce students to not only the study of China as an historical subject, but also to general concepts of historical
analysis. Students will be asked to critically evaluate articles and monographs in pursuit of specific historical questions
and to develop personal interpretations of historical problems.

METHODS:

Lectures, seminars, research essay writing, and examinations.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Map Quiz 5% To familiarize students with the important geographic and political features of China
Midterm Exam 20% 90 minutes, in class
Term paper 25% 8-10 pages, typed, double-spaced
Final exam 25% 2 hours, during finals week
Discussion 20% Students will be assessed on participation in discussion relative to the topic at hand.

Students will know the topic in advance.
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COURSE CONTENT:

1. Introduction: Course format and requirements. Geographic and social background to Chinese history.
2. Imperial China: Thought and Religion in Traditional China
3. Imperial China: The Political Realm
4. Late Imperial China: Society and Economy
5. Late Imperial China: Imperial China in the World
6. The End of Imperial China: Contradictions and Transitions
7. Republican China: The Political Efforts
8. Republican China: Intellectual Shifts, Social and Economic Turmoil
9. Republican China: Republican China in the World
10. Midterm Exam.
11. People's Republic: The Rise of the Chinese Community Party
12. People's Republic: Social and Economic Reorganization
13. People's Republic: Contemporary China in the World
14. The "Other" Chinas: Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore, and the Overseas Communities
15. Whither China(s) today?


