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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: History 
HIST 235  N/A  3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
Late Imperial and Modern China 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PREREQUISITES: None. 
COREQUISITES: None. 

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:    
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:  For further credit.  
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS    LENGTH OF COURSE:  
Lectures: 45 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:  
Seminar:  Hrs    
Laboratory:  Hrs    
Field Experience:  Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:  Hrs    
Other (Specify):  Hrs    
    

 
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Once per year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 

 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: [May 1993] 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: [September 2003] 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: [September 2007] 
(Four years after implementation date) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  

Daniel Kwan (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  

Eric Davis Virginia Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:  PAC Final Approval Date: November 27, 2002 
   

A survey of the last 400 years of Chinese history. The course is divided into the Late Imperial, Republican and 
People's Republic eras and examines the key social, political, and intellectual issues of each. The truly revolutionary 
changes that have taken place in Chinese society will be examined in the light of traditional institutions, internal 
forces of change, and shifting international influences. 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
 

• To introduce students to the major historical developments in China since the 17th. Century. 
• To enhance students' analytical and interpretative skills through a critical study of the required texts, 

documents, literary works, and scholarly articles.  
• To encourage students to understand and appreciate other cultures and social values. 
• To introduce students to the nature of history as a discipline. 

 
METHODS: 
 
Lecture will highlight the major historical development.  Small group discussion will be used to encourage students to 
engage in discussion. Visual materials such as documentary video will also be used.  
Students will be required to read not only the basic texts, but also selected documents and literary works such as short 
stories or poems. 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR    Yes   No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 
 
Challenge exam. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
John K. Fairbank & Merle Goldman, China: A New History (Harvard, 1998) 
Merle Goldman & Andrew Gordon eds., Historical Perspectives on Contemporary East Asia (Harvard, 2000) 
Wm. Theodore de Bary & Richard Lufrano eds., Sources of Chinese Tradition vol. 2  (Columbia, 2001, 2nd. Ed.) 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
 
N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Quizzes   30%  
Document analysis 10%  
Term paper 25% 
Final exam  35% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 

• Introduction: Course format and requirements. Geographic and social background of Chinese history. 
• Late Imperial China: Political Institution. 
• Social & economic conditions in 18th. Century China: Growth without development?  
• China and the West before 1860: economic, cultural and military conflicts  
• The mid-19th. Century peasant rebellions: origins and significance 
• China’s early attempts to modernize: ideologies and policies 
• Reform and revolution 1901 - 1916: Foundations of a civil society?  
• The May Forth Movement: Anti-traditionalism & revolutionary nationalism  
• China under the Guomindang rule: What went wrong? 
• The emergence of the Chinese Communist Party to power 
• The first decade of the People’s Republic. 
• Class struggle in a socialist society 1959 – 1976. 
• China’s search for modernity in the post-Mao era 
• Course conclusion and revision. 

 


