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History 236 Japanese History Since 1600 3
SUBJECT/NUMBER OF COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE UCFV-CREDHS—

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: A survey of the last 400 years of Japanese history. The course is divided into the Late
Traditional, Meiji, Prewar, and Postwar eras and examines the key social, political and intellectual issues of each. The
evolution of Japanese society to today's position of influence and affluence is examined through the lens of internal forces
of change and international complexities.

RATIONALE:

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None
HOURS PER TERM Lecture 43 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar 17 hrs Other - specify:
Field Experience hrs hrs
TOTAL 60 HRS
MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:___35
Is transfer credit requested? X Yes 9 No
AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:
Course Designer(s): W. Sewell Chairperson: D. Gibson

Curriculum Committee

Department Head: E. Davis Dean: J.D. Tunstall
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(Date) (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a) replaces N/A
(course #)
(b) cannot take N/A for further credit
(course #)

SUPPLIES/IMATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS (List reading resources elsewhere)

Mikiso Hane, Modern Japan: A Historical Survey, Boulder: Westview Press, 1986 (required)
Janet Hunter, The Emergence of Modern Japan: An Introductory History Since 1853, N.Y. Longman, 1989 (required)

Recommended:
Mikiso Hane, Peasants, Rebels, and Outcasts: The Underside of Modern Japan, NY: Pantheon, 1982
Ryusaku Tsunoda, William Theodore de Bary, & Donald Keene, eds., Sources of Japanese Tradition, volume 2, 1958

OBJECTIVES:

To introduce students to not only the study of Japan and Korea as historical subjects, but also to general concepts of
historical analysis. Students will be asked to critically evaluate articles and monographs in pursuit of specific historical
questions and to develop personal interpretations of historical problems.

METHODS:

Lectures, discussions, audiovisual presentations, a map study, one research paper and two examinations.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Map Quiz 5% To familiarize students with the important geographic and political features of Japan and
Korea

Midterm Exam 20% 90 minutes, in-class

Term Paper 25%  8-10 pages, typed, double-spaced

Final Exam 30%  Two hours, during finals week

Discussion 20%  Students will be graded on participation in discussion relative to the topic at hand.

Students will know the topic in advance
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COURSE CONTENT

Class lectures will be organized with the expectation that the readings will have been prepared for the class indicated
(i.e., the readings designated for week 2 are to be read for the second week of class). Class discussions will focus on
the readings of the previous week, giving the students a chance to review the material and mull over lecture notes. The
first discussion will be held on the third week of class: expect a long lecture (with breaks) at the second meeting.

Note that the readings are not evenly spread. There will be more pages to read for some weeks than others. It is the
students' responsibility to look ahead and budget their time accordingly.

Supplemental readings are not required. They are listed only for those who would like additional information and
background. In addition to the readings indicated in this column there is a shorter, more concise work on reserve in the
library: Kenneth B. Pyle, The Making of Modern Japan. Also on reserve is Harry Wray and Hilary Conroy, eds., Japan
Examined: Perspectives on Modern Japanese History, which provides further discussion of important issues.

Additional articles may be added to the required readings list.

*Note: Janet Hunter's The Emergence of Modern Japan and Mikiso Hane's Peasants, Rebels, and Outcasts are
organized thematically, not chronologically. The pages listed below are therefore listed more as a rough guide - feel
free to skim the sections pertaining to material that will be covered at a later date, but be sure to review those sections
when it is time to cover them in class. (Janet Hunter's book might best be used for purposes of review, and Hane's more
to catch the flavor of the times.)

Supplemental

Week Topic (Recommended Readings) Readings
1 Introduction: course format and requirements. Geographic and social background to Japanese history.
2 Late Traditional Japan: Hane, 1-41 Ch. 4: 2-14

The Tokugawa Shogunate Ch. 4:1
3 Late Traditional Japan: Hane, 42-64 Ch.5:1-2

Social Changes Hunter, 82-9, 289-92
4 Late Traditional Japan: Hunter, 158-65, 183-9 Ch.5:3

Thought (Tsunoda, 1-130) Wakabayashi, 1-99
5 The End of Shogunal Japan: Hane, 65-131 Ch. 5:4-5

The Meiji Restoration Hunter, 1-10, 15-19, 206-20, 265-74, 292-9

and its Visions (Tsunoda, 131-210)

** Term paper topics to be decided Week 5: Choose ata least one backup topic.

6 Maiji Japan: Social and Hane, 132-151 Ch. 5:6-12
Economic Transformations Hunter, 64-9, 89-96, 106-124, 236-248
(Hane, 2-77)
7 Meiji Japan in the World: Hane, 152-191 Ch.6:1-2
To World War One Hunter, 19-29, 39-54, 165-171, 189-194

(Hane, 78-137)
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8 Prewar Japan: Social and
Economic Questions

9 Prewar Japan: Political and
Military Questions

Hane, 192-244
Hunter, 69-76, 96-9, 124-9, 248-57
(Hane, 172-245)

Hane, 245-340

Hunter, 29-32, 54-60, 172-7, 194-8, 220-7,
274-82, 299-301

(Tsunoda, 211-332)

10 ** Midterm Exam. (90 minutes, no discussion group)

11 Postwar Japan:
The Political Realm

12 Postwar Japan: "Miracles"

13 Korea to 1945: "A Shrimp
Between Two Whales"

14 The Koreas Since 1945
** Term Paper Due

15 Whither Northeast Asia Today?

(*For this final class, the order of discussion and lecture will be reversed - the lecture will be first, to be followed by a discussion

of students' thoughts and analyses second.)

** Einal Exam

Hane, 341-374
Hunter, 10-14, 32-38, 60-3, 177-82, 227-35
(Hane, 246-269)

Ch.6:4

Hane, 375-end Ch. 6:10

Hunter, 76-81, 99-105, 129-136, 257-64,
301-322

Nahm, 11-22, 94-143 (skim), 144-325
Article TBA

Nahm, 327-515, Article TBA

Current History Article TBA
Hunter, 137-57, 198-205, 282-88

(Tsunoda, 332-99, Hane, 138-171)

Ch.6:1,8-9, 11-14

Ch. 6: 2-3, 5-7



