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History of the United States to 1865
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

A survey of the major developments in American history and historiography from the pre-Columbian era
to the Civil War. Attention will be given to social, economic, and political institutions, and to the lives of
ordinary people.

PREREQUISITES: None.
COREQUISITES:  None.
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Laboratory: Hrs
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Student Directed Learning: Hrs
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HIST 241

COURSE NAME/NUMBER

LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

e Tointroduce the major social, political, economic, and cultural developments and debates in the United

States from the pre-Columbian era to the Civil War.

e Tointroduce historiographical debates and a variety of primary sources available for writing U.S. history.

e Tointroduce students to the nature of history as a discipline.
METHODS:
This course will make use of these learning tools:
1. Lectures, with regular slide presentations;

2. Students' discussion of assigned readings

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR X Yes

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:
Challenge exam.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Allan Brinkley, Unfinished Nation, vol.1
John Hollitz, Thinking through the Past, vol.1

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
None.

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Four synopses / Review essays (approx. 500 words each) 20%

Mid-term exam 20%
Term paper 30%
Final exam 30%
COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

. Contact: First Nations — European

. Migration

. Community Formation

. Empire and Colonial America

. The Revolution and American Society
. Planter Aristocracy and the Republic

. America and the Frontier

. Jacksonian Democracy and American Politics and Society
. Legacy of Slavery

10. *Old’ South and the ‘Old’ North

11. Crisis in the Union

12. Civil War
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