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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 241    History 3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

History of the United States to 1865 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course surveys the major developments in American history from contact to the Civil War. Attention will be given 
to social, economic, and political institutions, and to the lives of ordinary people. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:             
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 1994 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2009 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2013 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Sylvie Murray  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: November 25, 2008  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: December 5, 2008  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster   Date approved: January 16, 2009  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr, Eric Davis   Date approved: January 21, 2009  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 30, 2009  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
• Identify the major social, political, and economic issues and their significance for understanding United States 

history from contact to the Civil War 
• Demonstrate the basic historical skills of research, analysis, and writing. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

This course will make use of these learning tools: 
1. Lectures, with audio visual materials; 
2. Students' discussion of assigned readings 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Alan Brinkley, Unfinished Nation, vol.1, McGraw-Hill College, 2004) 
John Hollitz, ed. Thinking through the Past, vol.1 3rd edition, Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004) 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Four synopses / Review essays (approx. 500 words each)    20% 
Mid-term exam                                                                        20% 
Term paper                                                                             30% 
Final exam                                                                              30% 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

1. Contact: First Nations – European 
2. Migration 
3. Community Formation 
4. Empire and Colonial America 
5. The Revolution and American Society 
6. Planter Aristocracy and the Republic 
7. America and the Frontier 
8. Jacksonian Democracy and American Politics and Society 
9. Slavery 
10. ‘Old’ South and the ‘Old’ North 
11. Crisis in the Union 
12. Civil War 
13. Review 
 
 


