
  OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE (page 1) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

HIST 242    History 3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

History of the United States since 1865 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines the struggles to extend the promises of American democracy to all citizens in a rapidly changing 
political economy, from the end of the Civil War to the present. Special attention is given to racial relations, 
industrialization and transformation of the agricultural sector, the expansion of the role of the state in the nation's 
society and economy, and the development of an interventionist foreign policy and its impact at home. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:             
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 1994 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2009 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: December  2012 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Dr. Sylvie Murray  
Department Head: Robin Anderson   Date approved: October 28, 2008  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: November 7, 2008  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Gutteridge-Kloster   Date approved: December 5, 2008  
Dean/Associate VP: Dr. Eric Davis   Date approved: December 10, 2008  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: December 19, 2008  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Identify the major social, political, economic, and cultural developments and debates in the United States  

since the end of the Civil War 
• Present (in written form) a cogent primary document analysis 
• Present (in written form) a cogent historical argument in an essay format 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

1. Lectures, supported by documentary films and other visual material 
2. Class discussion of assigned readings 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Mary Beth Norton et al. A People and a Nation: A History of the United States (Volume II: Since 1865). Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 2008 (8th Edition). 
John Hollitz, ed. Thinking Through the Past: A Critical Thinking Approach to U.S. History (Volume II: Since 1865). 
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005 (3rd Edition). 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]  

Primary Document analysis (3 x 15%):                                         45% 
Short Research Paper  

Topic, thesis statement and Annotated Bibliography:        5% 
Paper (5-7 pages):                                                            20% 

Final Exam:        25% 
Attendance:            5%  
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

1. Introduction & Reconstruction 
2. Reconstruction (continued) and “Jim Crow” 
3. Industrialization  
4. Transformation of the Western “Frontier,” the Agrarian Revolt, and “Indian Reforms” 
5. The Progressive Era and the Imperial Impulse 
6. The Great War and the 1920s 
7. The Great Depression and the New Deal 
8. World War II and Struggles for Democracy at Home 
9. “The Fifties:” Cold War Politics and Postwar Domesticity 
10. The Civil Rights Movement 
11. Vietnam 
12. “The Sixties”: A Decade of Protest 
13. Reaction 
 

 


