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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: History 
HIST 243       3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
American Foreign Relations in the 20th Century 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course examines the basic characteristics of American foreign policy in the 20th Century, the interactions of domestic 
factors with the wider world, the origins of America’s expansionism and rise to superpower status, specific objectives of 
America’s interventions abroad such as the world wars and Vietnam, America’s confrontation with the Soviet Union and the 
continuous debate about America’s special purpose in international relations. 

 
PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 25 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):   Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Every second year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September, 2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: March 2010 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Bob Smith        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Dr. Sylvie Murray  Dr. Eric Davis 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: March 31, 2006 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

By the end of this course students will have: 
1)  acquired an understanding of the means and ends of American foreign policy, its continuity and change, in the 20th Century; 
2)  learned the methodologies, conceptual approaches and biases of scholars of American foreign relations; 
3)  learned how "to do" history by analyzing primary documents, the difference between primary and secondary sources, the uses 
of relevant reference works, peer-reviewed journals, memoirs, and the interplay between "cause" and "effect"; 
4)  further developed composition and speaking abilities. 
 
METHODS: 

lecture, discussion, small group discussion, and film presentations 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

exam 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Dennis Merrill, and Thomas G. Paterson, Major Problems in American Foreign Relations, Vol.II: Since 1914, 6th Ed. (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, 2005); 
 
Thomas G. Paterson, et. al, American Foreign Relations: A History Since 1895, 6th Ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2005); 
 
Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 4th  
Ed. (Boston: St. Martin's Press, 2004). 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

None 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

1. several analyses of primary documents (6X5%)         30% 
2. term paper proposal, with annotated bibliography      10% 
3. term paper                                                                   20% 
4. contribution to class discussions                                 10% 
5. final exam                                                                    30%       
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

1)  Introduction to foreign policy studies, historiographical approaches, commonly-used terms and the American constitutional 
responsibilities regarding treaties, declaration of war and conduct of foreign policy. 

2)  Prelude to 1898: American westward expansion, Manifest Destiny, the Monroe Doctrine, and the emerging concepts of new or 
informal empire and the “open door.” 

3)  1898: the war with Spain, acquisition of empire, the debate between imperialists and anti-imperialists, racialized and gendered 
perceptions of Cubans and Filipinos, and America’s “open door” policy vis-à-vis China. 

4)  Teddy Roosevelt's imperial presidency: “big stick” diplomacy, enhancement of the Monroe Doctrine, diplomatic origins and goals 
concerning Panama and development of the Canal, examples of cultural imperialism in China and the Middle East. 

5)  The Wilsonian revolution in American foreign policy and model for international relations in general: Wilson’s Fourteen Points, 
participation at Versailles, and his grand design—the League of Nations. 

6)  Post-World War I “normalcy” and qualified isolationism: America’s promotion of disarmament, the Kellogg-Briand Treaty to outlaw 



 
war, America’s non-recognition of Japan’s aggression, and the problem of balancing American foreign policy objectives with means 
during the depression. 

7)  The “Good War”: the road to war in the far east and Europe, American objectives, summit diplomacy, America’s rise to super 
power status, and the coordination of military and diplomatic goals. 

8)  The “Good War” (continued): unconditional surrender, atomic diplomacy, postwar occupation policies, formation of the United 
Nations, the misunderstood lessons of WWII and judgment/misjudgment of war crimes trials. 

9)  The Cold War: America’s ideological clash with the Soviet Union, nuclear deterrence, and cold war rivalry in the “third world”. 

10)  The Cold War (continued): cold war politics in the domestic setting (McCarthyism), atomic culture, the impact of the Cold War 
on American civil liberties, and the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

11)  Vietnam: American response to the “domino theory” and adoption of counter insurgency policies, the "quagmire” war, and 
emergence of an anti-war movement. 

12)  Hegemonic Power: U.S. victory in the Cold War, the Persian Gulf wars and the new enemy: Terrorists. 
 
 


